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ALPHA OMICRON CHI (HISTORY NATIONAL HONOR 
SOCIETY) INDUCTEES 2019: Drex Finlinson, Sadie 

Gladwell, Krista Hausauer, John Heath, Wing Yin 

(Jane) Lo, Reanna Lyle, Devin Perrien, Leslie (Tanner) 

Williamson, Jessica (Moore) Wiechman, and Katrina 

Shelley (History/SSCT students).

ANNIE ATKIN TANNER MEMORIAL POETRY 
SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS: Paige Ottosen 

(Individualized Studies student) won first place, 

Cassandra Smith (Theatre student) won second place, 

and Graham Bany (English student) won third place.

APRIL VEVEA AND BRITTANY BENNETT (ENGLISH 
INTERNS) will travel with Dr. Cindy King on a grant-

funded trip to Salt Lake City to research multiple 

university presses.

CINDY KING (ENGLISH) took students at the St. 

George Public Library to read poetry with the Dixie 

Poets on April 4.

DEVON ROBINSON AND KRISTA KIRKHAM 
(ENGLISH STUDENTS) traveled with Cindy King to 

the Association of Writers & Writing Programs (AWP) 

Conference in Portland, OR.

DIXIE AWARDS 2019 - NOMINEES:
Brett Coleman (Communications student) - Male 

Student of the Year, and Dixie Spirit award

Cajun Syrett (Communications student) - Male 

Student of the Year

Chandler Whitlock (CHaSS Advisor) - Distinguished 

Staff of the Year - Rising Star

Felicia Morris (Psychology student) - Heart of Dixie 

award

Hosok O (History faculty) - Teacher of the Year

Jamie Alvarez (Communications student) - Female 

Student of the Year

Japanese Culture Club - Club of the Year

Jonah Tuttle (Psychology student) - Heart of Dixie 

award

Maire McDonough (Communication student) - Female 

Student of the Year

Malosi Togisala (Media Studies student) - Dixie Spirit 

award

Mariah Richins (Psychology student) - Female Student 

of the Year

Olga Pilkington (English faculty) - Teacher of the Year

Ryann Heinlen (Psychology student) - Female Student 

of the Year

Stanley Rosander (Spanish student & former CHaSS 

intern) - Male Student of the Year and Stafford 

Student Involvement award

Susan Ertel (English faculty) - Teacher of the Year

Wing Yin Jane Lo (Psychology) - Female Student of the 

Year.

DEPARTMENTAL ACHIEVEMENTS



DIXIE STATE REGIONAL RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM 
STUDENT PRESENTERS:
Amy Greene (English student) - “Pronouns: What They 

Tell Us About Relationships”

Brandi Fundingsland (English student) - “Transcending 

Cultural Boundaries: Using Amy Tan’s novel The 

Joy Luck Club and Jhumpa Lahiri’s short story “The 

Interpreter of Maladies” to Promote Cross-Cultural 

Communication in the Secondary Classroom”

Chauntel Nielson (ASL student) - “Comparison of 

Compounds in American Sign Language and Old 

English Kennings” 

Dustin Mattei (Applied Sociology student) - “The 

Transfer of Social Capital to Virtual Groups” 

Dustin Mattei, Kamrie Davenport & Sandra Taylor 

(Applied Sociology students) - “Cost of Living: Quality 

of Life Initiative”

Edward Hager, Sandra Taylor, Emma Angell, Savanah 

Truman, and Kamrie Davenport (Applied Sociology 

students) - “Institute of Social Research, 2019”

Emma Angell, Edward Hager, Savanah Truman, Sandra 

Taylor, Kamrie Davenport, and Dustin Mattei (Applied 

Sociology students) - “Dixie Freshman Employment 

Spring ISR”

Jenn Marsh - “Never Smaller: Pain in Perspective” 

Kamrie Davenport, Sandra Taylor, Edward Hager, 

Dustin Mattei, Savanah Truman, and Emma Angell 

(Applied Sociology students) - “Tuition, Fees, and 

Textbooks”

Krista Kirkham (English student) - “Rewriting 

Scriptotherapy: Breaking Down the Dominant 

Narratives of a Powerful Theraputic Method to 

Promote Availablity” 

Sandra Taylor, Emma Angell, Kamrie Davenport, 

Edward Hager, Dustin Mattei, and Savanah Truman 

(Applied Sociology students) - “DSU quality of Life 

Initiative Spring 2019”.

JAPANESE STUDENTS collaborated with the Japanese 

Culture Club to participate in the Language Fair on 

April 5. They offered activities such as calligraphy, 

greetings, kimono fitting, and origami sessions, as well 

as Japanese word games to introduce basic principles 

of Japanese culture.

MARIA MODICA (MEDIA STUDIES STUDENT ALUMNI) 
earned a position with KSNV-TV in Las Vegas, a Top 

100 market in television news directly after graduation, 

an incredible jump.

NAYTHAN M. BELL FICTION AWARD WINNERS: James 

Jared Ford (Bioinformatics student) won first place, 

Jim Lupher (English student) won second place, and 

Krista Kirkham (English student) won third place.

NEW CHASS FACULTY: Moana Hafoka & Korey 

Phelan (Criminal Justice), Hengjun Lin & James Stein 

(Communications), Heather Sinclair (History), and 

Spencer Bell (Psychology) will join our CHaSS family as 

Dixie State faculty this fall 2019.

DEPARTMENTAL ACHIEVEMENTS



PHI ALPHA THETA WESTERN REGIONAL 
CONFERENCE 2019 - STUDENT PRESENTERS:
April VeVea (History) - “The Secret History of Jim Crow”

Brittany Bennett (History) - “Intent Upon Their Work: 

Japanese American Internees and Incentivized Labor 

in Millard County, Utah, 1942-1946”

Callie Fielding (Social Science Composite Teaching) 

- “The USA PATRIOT Act and the Rise of the National 

Security Crisis”

Casey Banner (Social Science Composite Teaching) - 

“Mary Bonauto: Americas Unsung Gay Rights Hero”

Cody Peterson (History) - “The Issei: Legal Hurdles of 

First Generation Japanese Immigrants Between 1910 

to 1930”

Dawne Roper (History) - “The Grazing Laws and Utah”

Devin Perrien (History) - “Fascist Tendencies in Showa 

Japan”

Drex Finlinson (History) - “The Political Economy of 

Colonial New York: A Class Analysis” 

Dustin Ray McMullin (History) - “Literacy, Education, 

and the Cuban Revolution, 1959-1962”

Jessica Wiechman (Social Science Composite 

Teaching) - “Dutch Influence on Edo Period Japan: 

Westernizing the Closed off Country” 

Krista Hausauer (Social Science Composite Teaching) 

- “The Sociocultural Negativity of Tattoos in Japan: A 

look in history”

Men Cheong Law (History) - “The Emergence of 

Taiwanese Identity: How Waishengren Became 

Taiwanese during KMT’s White Terror” 

Shane Peterson (History) - “A War without End: 

Women’s Southern Organizations, Confederate 

Monuments, and the Lost Cause in Virginia, 1865-1914”

Ty Bowden (History) - “Douglas MacArthur: American 

Hero” 

Wing Yin Jane Lo (Psychology) presented “Momotaro’s 

Impact on Promoting Nationalism by Education from 

Meiji to Showa (Hirohito) Period (1868-1945)”.

PSI CHI (PSYCHOLOGY INTERNATIONAL HONOR 
SOCIETY) INDUCTEES 2019:
Mykenna Dutton, Abby Howard, Emily Peters, and 

Averee Heinlen (Psychology students).

PSYCHOLOGY DEPARTMENT got the Master’s of 

Marriage and Family Therapy program approved.

SIGMA DELTA PI INITIATION CEREMONY: On April 24, 

Drs. Lucia Taylor (chapter founder) and Luis Arevalo 

(active member) welcomed six new members into 

the National Hispanic Honor Society that embraces 

the Spanish language and culture. During this first 

initiation ceremony, Drs. Michael Cartmill and Leonor 

Ceballos were welcomed into the society as honorary 

members. Mr. Taylor Gardner, Ms. Beatriz Girón, Mr. 

Donald Ramos and Ms. Kelsey Wilson (juniors and 

seniors in the Spanish BA program) were accepted as 

active members. Also in attendance were Humanities 

department chair Dr. Clint Buhler, active supporter of 

the creation of this chapter, and CHaSS interim dean 

Dr. Cheri Crenshaw, who also supports this new honor 

society chapter on our campus.

SIGMA TAU DELTA INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 
2019 - ENGLISH STUDENT PRESENTERS:
Amy Greene - “You Versus Thou: The Importance of 

Pronouns in Othello”

Brandi Fundingsland - “How the Past Shapes Identity 

in Octavia E. Butler’s Kindred”

DEPARTMENTAL ACHIEVEMENTS
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Cadence Summers - “The American Nomad” 

roundtable panel

Emma Lee - “Censorship of Big Tobacco”

Jasmine Miranda - “Like Mother Like Daughter” 

Jenn Marsh - “DIY Heaven”

Jim Lupher - “Cummings: Pioneering Visual Poetry” 

(His paper earned a Best Paper Award in the 

Convention Theme category)

Julie Handy - “Oh Ophelia” (She was also elected to be 

the Student Representative for the Far West region to 

the national board this year)

Kaylee Hopster (English alumni) - presented a critical 

piece at the Sigma Tau Delta 2019 International 

Convention. Her piece, which was based on her senior 

thesis last spring, was awarded a Best Paper Award in 

the Alumni section.

Mary McFadden - “The Transformation”.

SOUTHERN QUILL STAFF (ENGLISH STUDENTS) held 

the third annual Benefit Reading and Silent Auction 

on April 3. The Launch Party for the new issue will take 

place May 1 at 6:00 pm in the Collaborative Lounge.

SPANISH STUDENTS collaborated with graduate 

students from Wheeling Jesuit University to provide 

inexpensive, high impact interpreting in Merida, 

Mexico.

Maria Modica (Media Studies 

graduate) at her new job in Vegas



April is a month of stress and opportunity. Students 

scurry to make up all the work they neglected over 

spring break. Finals loom. Seniors both long for 

graduation and want to put off reentering the real 

world. In all the stress about grades and careers, 

celebrations and honors for the impending graduates 

ramp up. Included in this parade of accolades was the 

April 1st Lavender Graduation Banquet.

Lavender Graduations are cultural celebrations held on 

university campuses nationwide to recognize LGBTQ 

students, their achievements and contributions to the 

university. These events provide a sense of community 

and a positive last experience for students who face 

unique challenges in navigating their college careers.

“We’re proud of the strength it takes to be out in a 

place that frequently denigrates LGBTQ individuals,” 

said Katie Perkins, director of the LGBTQ Resource 

Center. “At Dixie State, this event is about recognizing 

our inclusive community partners and allies, who have 

supported and fought for LGBTQ visibility.”

In addition to celebrating graduates from majors all 

across campus, from mathematics to English, the 

event highlighted the efforts of Associate Professor 

Nancy Ross.

“Seven years ago,” she said, “I was teaching an art 

class, and to spice things up I focused almost entirely 

on women. In the course of the class, I had five 

people come out to me and share their stories of 

discrimination and difficulty. At the time, we didn’t 

have any resources here.” Nancy took it on herself to 

advocate both on- and off- campus for LGBTQ rights.

University administrators showed their support for the 

LGBTQ community. President Biff Williams and Provost 

Michael Lacourse handed out certificates and lavender 

cords for graduates to wear during commencement. 

In addition to helping with the cords, Dr. Tasha Toy, 

Assistant Vice President for Campus Diversity, opened 

and closed the banquet with brief encouraging 

remarks and practical advice.

“You’re so close. This month will go fast. Drink plenty of 

water, and get plenty of sleep. We’ll see you May 3rd.”

SHARE THE SPOTLIGHT:
LGBTQ+ GRADUATES HONORED



Millions of students experience sexual assault. Most of 

these will not report for various reasons: fear of their 

attacker, fear of reprisals from authorities, blaming 

themselves. “The statistics: 1 in 5 on campus, and 1 in 3 

women are frightening,” says Chief Blair Barfuss, head 

of campus police. “What’s even more frightening is 

that for every 1 sexual abuse case that is reported, 5 

more go unreported.”

One of the most common reasons victims stay silent 

is a fear that they won’t be believed. Not only does 

this fear keep victims from speaking out, it also 

breeds shame and stigma that worsen the already 

devastating effects of their experience. On Wednesday, 

April 3, the Dixie community turned out to pledge to 

each do their part in ending this stigma.

“The pledge is real basic,” continued Chief Barfuss. “It 

says I’m willing to start by believing an individual who 

discloses being sexually abused.”

In addition to spreading community awareness, 

DSUPD investigators are being trained in the best 

ways to approach sexual assault cases, ensuring better 

interviews and experiences for the victim. “Currently, 

a few victims have been scared and hesitant to report 

their abuse because they fear being given an alcohol 

ticket or they are worried their parents will find 

out. I would want specifically to know that DSUPD 

aggressively investigates reports of sexual abuse, starts 

by believing, and aims to end sexual violence on 

campus, while maintaining confidentiality.”

Chief Barfuss wanted to encourage members of the 

community to feel free to reach out to him with any 

concerns, ideas or input for how the DSUPD can 

better serve. His email is blair.barfuss@dixie.edu. If you 

would like more information on the Start by Believing 

campaign, visit www.startbybelieving.org.  

SHARE THE SPOTLIGHT:
TRAILBLAZERS PLEDGE TO #STARTBYBELIEVING



Language Fairs are traditions at universities 

nationwide. At these events, high school and younger 

students who are learning a foreign language are 

invited to compete against each other for prize and 

bragging rights. In Utah, the best known is at BYU, 

whose fair is so large it is divided into separate fairs 

for Chinese, French, German, Japanese, Russian and 

Spanish. But most schools from southern Utah can’t 

afford to make the trip up north. Enter DSU.

“Obviously, BYU is a bigger university, with a bigger 

budget,” says Leonor Ceballos, Spanish professor and 

organizer. “Ours focuses on Spanish because that’s 

where we have the faculty and students to be able to 

do it.”

 

Local students can compete in one of three levels 

(dependent on age and skill level), and in any or all 

the four categories: poetry recitation, mini drama, 

impromptu conversation and singing in Spanish. DSU 

students act as judges, eventually awarding a first, 

second, and third prize for each level in each category.

“It’s active learning, 110%,” Leonor continued. “And 

it’s just fun. Dixie Sun Elementary came for the first 

time this year. These kids—they’re so tiny—with their 

uniforms and they’re singing ‘I’m a cup. I’m a teapot.’ 

Hilarious. Perfect pronunciation. And they won! Then, 

while they walked back to school, the principal 

gathered everyone else in the school to welcome 

them back and cheer for them. These kids are so 

proud saying ‘We beat the big kids!’ and it’s true. They 

did.”

A major portion of the fair happened in the Old Gym, 

where student entered the mythical land of Utatlan. 

“Utatlan is a fictional city where only Spanish is spoken. 

You have to show your passport to get in and then 

you go around to different ‘stores’ to get stamps. There 

was soccer, dance, a clothing store. There was even a 

bank where students would change money for soles in 

Peru, pesos in Mexico, euros in Spain, etc. If you speak 

English, they put you in jail. To get out, you have to 

conjugate verbs, count or something else appropriate 

to the level.”

Though only Spanish has a large enough program 

for such involved competition, other languages were 

invited to present booths during this breakout portion. 

Japanese students taught origami, Chinese taught 

calligraphy names, French had a cultural quiz and ASL 

taught basic signs. Eventually, the fair hopes to expand 

to include more of these languages.

“Even though we can’t usually market this to on-

campus people, we really hope that we’ll get more 

support,” concluded Leonor. “This is an amazing 

recruitment opportunity, as well as a way for our 

existing students to push themselves. There’s so much 

more we can do with it, and I’m excited to see how it 

goes forward.”

SHARE THE SPOTLIGHT:
FIFTH ANNUAL SPANISH LANGUAGE FAIR



Wow! I won’t say “What a roller-coaster!” because I hate 

roller coasters. However, I have absolutely loved my 

time at Dixie State. Leaving is an odd feeling. Every 

class has been all about preparing to go forward, 

looking to what’s next and challenging my boundaries. 

But the thought of moving on hurts. I guess the red 

sand isn’t just in my shoes: it’s in my heart and mind.

Here’s where I get all sappy, but too bad. I would 

be remiss if I didn’t take every chance to thank 

my professors who have invested so much in me, 

especially Steve Armstrong, Joy McMurrin and Susan 

Ertel. Your support has made all the difference. Thanks 

to Beth Axelgard: part advisor, part swift-kick-in-the-

pants. Thanks to Jenn Stewart who, along with all the 

admins campus-wide, does so much work that goes 

unrecognized.

More than anything, my internship has shown me 

how much much-ness there is to Dixie. Rather than 

piles of brick and mortar that don’t care who is or 

isn’t there, this university is an opportunity, waiting for 

willing students. Experimentation expected. Dreamers 

wanted. The growth here is so much deeper than new 

buildings and athletic identities. We are a community 

firmly rooted in tradition, yet expanding into the 

future. We are poised between the innovation of youth 

and the practicality of experience. We ask of precedent 

“why?” and of prospective “why not?” This is the Dixie 

that raised me. This is my alma mater.  

~ Jenn Marsh, CHaSS Outreach and Special Projects 

Intern, English and ASL graduate 2019

SHARE THE SPOTLIGHT:
SO LONG, AND THANKS FOR ALL THE FISH



A lot can happen in a year.

Dr. Seuss summed it up well when he said, “If things 

start happening, don’t worry, don’t stew, just go right 

along and you’ll start happening too.”

I don’t think any of us were adequately prepared for 

the swift departure of dean Richard Featherstone 

just prior to the start of this academic year. The next 

surprise came when interim dean Cheri Crenshaw 

was metaphorically thrown into the substantial hole 

Richard left behind. Thankfully, rather than allowing 

the situation to spin out of control, she went straight 

to work. It has been my pleasure to work closely 

with interim dean Crenshaw this past school year as 

she held down the fort with associate dean AmiJo 

Comeford and our executive council of program 

directors and chairs - Lish Harris, Clint Buhler, Chip 

McLeod, Robert Carlson and Mike Peterson. CHaSS is 

fortunate to have such a dynamic group of individuals 

who care deeply about this college and our students. 

Of course, this group couldn’t function without our 

equally dynamic groups of administrative assistants 

– Leslie Twitchell, Hope Mullins, Kristi Jones and 

Francine Larger, and our college advisors – Craig 

Demke, Chandler Whitlock and Alesha Allen. These 

individuals, who spend each day on the “front lines” 

with our students and faculty, ensure the day-to-day 

pursuit of higher education is possible here at DSU.

After a lot of research and planning, CHaSS welcomed 

the approval of two Master’s degree programs this 

year, to begin this fall:  (1) Master of Arts in Technical 

Writing and Digital Rhetoric, and (2) Master of 

Marriage and Family Therapy. Kudos go out to Joy 

McMurrin in English, along with Robert Carlson and 

Nathan Meng in Psychology, who put in a great deal 

of effort to lead these projects through to fruition.

 

In other exciting news, this July we welcome two new 

departments to our CHaSS family: Communication 

Studies and Media Studies!  We are delighted to have 

our long-lost cousins back home where they belong.

Certainly the biggest change of all is slated to happen 

this summer, when we welcome our new dean of 

CHaSS!  Dr. Stephen Lee, currently associate dean of 

CHaSS at Santa Clara University in California, will begin 

his duties at the helm on July 16. We look forward to 

welcoming our new dean and acquainting him with 

our university and community. 

 

Reflecting on this past year of change, I believe the 

most important outcome we enjoyed as a college 

was that we continued to grow with the flow, rather 

than struggle against it.  We not only accepted the 

change, we embraced it. Change is never easy, but it 

is certainly inevitable. Thank goodness for good co-

workers who know how to adapt and carry on. Not too 

surprising - we are Trailblazers, after all. :-)

~ Jenn Stewart, Administrative Specialist to the Dean 

of CHaSS

FROM THE DEAN’S OFFICE:
CHANGE MAKES US GROW



ACTIVE LEARNING. ACTIVE LIFE.
YUCATÁN SERVICE TRIP



ACTIVE LEARNING. ACTIVE LIFE.
PAT WESTERN REGIONAL CONFERENCE 2019



ACTIVE LEARNING. ACTIVE LIFE.
DIXIE STATE REGIONAL RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM


