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UPCOMING EVENTS

DIXIE FORUM • TUESDAY DEC 4 • 12:00-12:50 PM • 
DUNFORD AUDITORIUM. Walter Josey will present 

on his 42-year career in satellite communications 

and radio astronomy. For more information, contact 

burns@dixie.edu.

CHRISTMAS CAROLS IN SPANISH • FRIDAY DEC 
7 • 12:00 PM • GARDNER CENTER LOBBY. Come 

sing and relax before final exams week! Students 

from all levels of Spanish will participate and all 

other DSU students, faculty and staff are welcome. 

Hot cocoa and panettone bread will be served. In 

addition, this is also a canned food drive for the 

Student Pantry at DSU - so if you can, bring a can 

of food to donate. For more information, contact 

ceballos@dixie.edu.

PSYCHOLOGY CAPSTONE PRESENTATIONS 
• MONDAY DEC 10 • 12:00-2:00 PM • ECCLES 
FINE ARTS CENTER. Please come support our 

Psychology seniors. All are welcome! For more 

information, contact hope.mullins@dixie.edu.

RELAXING FINALS WEEK ACTIVITIES • DEC 10-
14 • 11:00 AM - 5:00 PM • MCDONALD BUILDING, 
RM 104 (12/10) & RM 206 (12/11-12/14). Take a 

break from studying and stop by for some snacks, 

relaxation, coloring books and games. History 

admin assistant Jayme Terran will also host a yoga 

class from 12-12:50 pm on Tuesday & Thursday this 

week in room 206. Contact hope.mullins@dixie.edu 

with questions.

FINAL EXAM WEEK • DEC 10-14 • ALL DAY, BUT IN 
2-HOUR (OR LESS!) INCREMENTS • EVERYWHERE. 
THERE IS NO ESCAPE. “We’ll never survive! 

Nonsense, you’re just saying that because no one 

ever has.” (a)* Schedule: academics.dixie.edu/final-

exam-schedule.

WINTER BREAK • DEC 15-JAN 6 • MAYBE VEGAS. 
MAYBE MARS. DEPENDS ON YOUR BUDGET. 
“Don’t you ever migrate?! Fly, my pretties! Fly! Fly!” 

(b)*

SPRING SEMESTER BEGINS • MONDAY JAN 7 • 
WHENEVER YOUR FIRST CLASS BEGINS - SORRY 
7:30 CAPSTONE. “It’s the start of something new, it 

feels so right to be here with you, oh, oh!” (c)*

*Can you guess what movie this line is from? 
Answer key on last page of newsletter.

Come sing the 

holidays in a 

different tune!



DEPARTMENTAL ACHIEVEMENTS

AMI COMEFORD (ENGLISH) and the officers of 

the Alpha Pi Epsilon chapter of Sigma Tau Delta, 

hosted their annual Induction Ceremony at 

the DSU Alumni House on November 16th. This 

formal gathering brings together inductees, their 

family and friends, alumni of Sigma Tau Delta, 

faculty, staff, and DSU academic administrators to 

celebrate student academic achievements and to 

celebrate a love of language and literature.

BARRY WOOD (HUMANITIES) published his 

long-in-the-works translation of a 17th-century 

Persian source with Brill Academic Publishers. The 

Adventures of Shāh Esmāil recounts the dramatic 

formative years of the Safavid empire (1501–1722), 

as preserved in Iranian popular memory by 

coffeehouse storytellers and written down in 

manuscripts starting in the late seventeenth 

century. A heady mixture of history and legend, 

Barry’s translation brings out the buoyancy and 

popular tone of the Persian text, which sheds 

important light on the historical self-awareness of 

late Safavid Iran.

BOB OXLEY & MATT SMITH-LAHRMAN (APPLIED 
SOCIOLOGY) hosted Applied Sociology Night on 

November 8 in the McDonald building, with set-

up help from admin assistant Kristi Jones. It was 

a rousing success with more than 50 people in 

attendance! Thanks to all who joined in the fun.

BRAXTON THORNLEY (ENGLISH STUDENT) won 

first place in the McCarthey Family Foundation’s 

10th annual essay competition on the topic “Why a 

free press matters in a democracy” and received a 

$4,000 cash award at their annual Lecture Series: 

In Praise of Independent Journalism on November 

10.

CINDY KING (ENGLISH) won the 2018 Utah 

Division of Arts & Museums Original Writing 

Competition for her book-length poetry 

manuscript.

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT FACULTY & STUDENTS  
would like to thank Natasha Sajé for her craft talk 

and poetry reading on November 2.

The cover for Barry Wood’s 

translated Persian story.

Natasha Saje at her poetry 

reading with Jenn Marsh.
A great turnout at this year’s 

Applied Sociology Night.

Cindy King 

accepting her 

poetry award.



HOSOK O (HISTORY) & YUKIE SAITO (JAPANESE) 
recruited 11 volunteer Japanese students (for 

the fifth year in a row) to serve as translators for 

the Ibigawa Delegation from Japan during the 

week of the St. George Marathon at the request 

of Gary Sanders, Community Arts and Exhibits 

Administrator. All volunteer interpreters were 

well received by the delegation and their active 

involvement in the community left a positive 

impression.

JENN STEWART (CHASS)  worked with DSU 

Campus Store Director Aaron Meadows to make 

CHaSS swag available for purchase at their new 

online website: shopdixiestatetrailblazers.com. 

She also worked with interim dean Crenshaw and 

associate dean Comeford to write and submit a 

grant proposal made possible through a generous 

contribution from trustee Lindsay Atwood and his 

wife Laura - the Atwood Campus Culture Initiative: 

A College-level Approach to Retention.

LEONOR CEBALLOS (SPANISH)  hosted a campus 

visit from Snow Canyon High School’s bridge 

program on November 2. Students met with 

Spanish faculty, attended a SPAN 3010 “Spanish for 

Heritage Speakers” class, enjoyed the Day of the 

Dead showcase of altars by Spanish majors and 

minors, ate lunch with CHaSS advisors and other 

faculty across campus, and finished the day with 

a college tour by our student ambassadors. Many 

thanks to all those who made this memorable day 

possible for these students! 

RANDY JASMINE (ENGLISH) hosted the annual 

Veterans Day poetry event on November 10 in the 

English collaborative lounge. He also participated 

in the faculty panel at the CTL lunch & learn on 

November 29, addressing questions on how to 

increase student engagement and promote active 

learning.

SPANISH PROGRAM & OFFICE OF GLOBAL 
EDUCATION are sending four qualified students 

on an 8-day trip to Mérida, Yucatán, January 

4-12, 2019. Participants will serve as interpreters 

between Spanish-speaking patients and English-

speaking therapists and will create lesson plans 

and teach basic Spanish to a group of physical 

therapy students.  Additionally, participants will 

visit ancient Mayan cities, and interact with local 

Spanish and Mayan speakers. 

STEPHEN ARMSTRONG & CINDY KING (ENGLISH) 
were awarded a DSU Learning Innovation Mini-

Grant in the amount of $2,500 to investigate the 

logistics of establishing a DSU Press. Their proposal 

was one of only four chosen to be funded in a very 

competitive process this year.

DSU students serving as Japanese 

translators during a hike at the Zion 

National Park.

Snow Canyon High 

School bridge 

program students 

visiting DSU.



SHARE THE SPOTLIGHT

Braxton Thornley is a senior English major with an 

emphasis in Secondary Education. Throughout 

his time at DSU, he has worked in various 

capacities in the Writing Center and is widely 

respected by English students as an insightful, 

meticulous scholar. He drew on all his experiences 

and skills in his recent essay for the statewide 

McCarthey Family Foundation’s 10th annual Essay 

Competition and was selected as the winner at the 

highly-competitive statewide university level.

“A lot of what I’ve learned as an English major 

is looking at issues critically and from multiple 

perspectives. And, obviously, writing essays,” 

Braxton said, chuckling. 

The Foundation asked for a 1,000-word essay about 

why a free press matters in a democracy. Braxton 

confided that, though the prompt was fairly 

straight forward, it was difficult to narrow down 

exactly how to approach the topic.

“I reviewed the textbook from my early American 

Literature class with Dr. [Tim] Bywater. That 

made me familiar with early arguments about 

constitutional freedoms and gave me a jumping 

off point. I also was interested in the reporting the 

Salt Lake Tribune had done a couple years ago 

about rape on BYU’s campus and how that made 

BYU change a lot of their policies.”

As part of winning the competition, Braxton was 

invited to Salt Lake City to attend the Foundation’s 

annual lecture series and reception where he 

received a $4,000 check and had his essay printed 

in the evening’s program. This year’s lecture 

featured Joe Scarborough and Mika Brzezinski 

from MSNBC’s “Morning Joe,” and the reception 

included local politicians such as Jenny Wilson, 

Jim Dabakis and Sim Gill.

In part, Braxton attributes his success to his time 

as a CHaSSer. “My friend, Ashley Imlay, used to 

be an English major and she was the one who 

told me about this contest. I’ve had other friends 

from within the college alert me to similar 

opportunities. Obviously what I learned from Dr. 

Bywater and all the other English classes helped 

me prepare as well.”

CHaSS is excited to see what lies in store for 

Braxton after he graduates in May. We are certain 

he will seize even more great opportunities in the 

future as a proud Dixie alum.

 English major Braxton 

Thornley with his wife, Kailey.

Braxton receiving his 

award at the McCarthy 

Family Lecture series and 

reception in Salt Lake City.

ENGLISH MAJOR WINS MAJOR PRIZE



SHARE THE SPOTLIGHT

Over the past decade, Dixie State University has 

published a small number of titles that address 

the history of Washington County, Utah, and the 

institution itself, among them Honoring Juanita 

Brooks: A Compilation of 30 Annual Presentations 

from the Juanita Brooks Lecture Series (2014), 

Inspiring Past, Promising Future: A Portrait of Dixie 

State University (2012) and A Century of Dixie State 

College of Utah (2010). DSU English Department 

faculty members Dr. Cindy King and Dr. Stephen 

B. Armstrong hope to broaden the University’s role 

as a publisher with the establishment of the Dixie 

State University Press. The press will seek creative 

material, especially poetry and fiction, to publish 

as monographs in both traditional soft cover and 

digital formats. Students who join the DSU Press 

will obtain an expansive understanding of how 

traditional and digital books move through the 

publishing process.

The DSU Learning Mini-Grant just award to Drs. 

King and Armstrong will enable them to develop 

a comprehensive business plan for the DSU Press 

and commence with the promotion of the press 

to potential authors, using online and traditional 

marketing resources. Having a press of this sort 

will bring distinction to the University, to the DSU 

English Department and to the students who 

participate as part of their coursework, presenting 

them with hands-on experience in the DSU Press’s 

operations, fulfilling the University’s definition of 

“Learning Innovation” as “fresh, creative thinking 

that alters individual and institutional systems and 

practices to improve learning.”

Drs. King and Armstrong believe that students 

will more likely achieve their professional and 

academic goals thanks to the experiential learning 

opportunities working for the DSU Press presents. 

As such, the founding of a university press aligns 

with DSU’s Core Theme of Learning: “Preparing 

knowledgeable and competent learners through 

effective, active-learning practices in a student-

centered environment.”

The DSU Press will in fact serve as a learning 

lab for students interested in editing and 

publishing, presenting them with the opportunity 

to gain demonstrable experience as they see 

the production of books through the entire 

publishing process: soliciting submissions; 

reading and selecting submissions; working with 

authors; editing manuscripts; laying out content; 

negotiating print runs with printers; distribution; 

and promotion.

CHaSS can’t wait to see what pans out from this 

mini-grant that has inspired such big ideas.

Dr. Armstrong
Dr. King

MINI-GRANT INSPIRES BIG IDEAS



ACTIVE LEARNING. ACTIVE LIFE.

ANSWER KEY FROM 
PAGE 2 QUOTES:
a = The Princess Bride
b = The Wizard of Oz 
c = High School Musical

Day of the Dead Altar

Day of the Dead Altar

Jove Tripp-Thompson translates for 

Ibigawa City Official

Lin Tian translates at farewell dinner


