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UPCOMING EVENTS

DIXIE FORUM • TUESDAY APRIL 3 • 12:00-
12:50 PM • DUNFORD AUDITORIUM. 
Taylor Jenkins Reid, in collaboration with 

the English Department, will present 

on Literature and Writing. For more 

information, contact burns@dixie.edu.

SOUTHERN QUILL BENEFIT READING & 
SILENT AUCTION • TUESDAY APRIL 3 • 
6:30 PM • ZION ROOM. This annual event 

showcases and benefits DSU’s student-run 

literary journal. Entertainment will include 

nvm, a local band, and Taylor Reid.  

SIGMA TAU DELTA TED TALK • THURSDAY 
APRIL 5 • 12:00-12:50 PM • HCC 457. 
Brandi Fundingsland will present on 

Heather Lainer’s talk “‘Good’ and ‘Bad’ are 

Incomplete Stories We Tell Ourselves.” For 

more information, contact comeford@

dixie.edu.

DIXIE FORUM • TUESDAY APRIL 10 • 
12:00-12:50 PM • DUNFORD AUDITORIUM. 
Ace Pilkington will present on Science 

Fiction, Science, and Futurism. For more 

information, contact burns@dixie.edu.

DIXIE FORUM • TUESDAY APRIL 17 • 
12:00-12:50 PM • DUNFORD AUDITORIUM. 
Satyam Moorty, in collaboration with Tim 

Bywater and AmiJo Comeford, will present 

on The Great Gatsby. For more information, 

contact burns@dixie.edu.

APPLICATION DEADLINE • WEDNESDAY 
APRIL 18. Freshmen students interested in 

Applied Sociology are encouraged to apply 

for the Applied Sociology Outstanding 

Freshman Award. Winners will receive 

a one-year student membership to the 

American Sociological Association. Criteria 

and application for the award can be 

found at: https://socialscience.dixie.edu/

outstanding-freshman-award/. 

SIGMA TAU DELTA TED TALK • THURSDAY 
APRIL 19 • 12:00-12:50 PM • HCC 457. 
Brittany Bennett will present Tiffany 

Watt Smith’s talk “The History of Human 

Emotions.” For more information, contact 

comeford@dixie.edu.

DIXIE FORUM • TUESDAY APRIL 24 • 
12:00-12:50 PM • DUNFORD AUDITORIUM. 
Diego Valles, in collaboration with the Art 

Department, will present on Ceramic Art. 

For more information, contact burns@

dixie.edu.

FIRST APPLIED SOCIOLOGY CAPSTONE 
CEREMONY • TUESDAY APRIL 24 • 2:30-
3:30 PM • MCDONALD 207. Graduates 

Michael Sanders and Michelle Hulse 

will present findings from their Senior 

Capstone projects. Everyone is invited. 

Light refreshments will be served.
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DEPARTMENTAL 
ACHIEVEMENTS

ACADEMIC UPDATES: Certificate in 

Professional Writing and the Global 

Studies minor/emphasis were approved.

CINDY KING (ENGLISH) had work 

accepted in The Sun Magazine and The 
Madison Review; led a creative writing 

workshop “The Power of Creative Imagery 

in Prose” at the Redrock Writer’s Guild 

Creative Writing Seminar; and was 

awarded the 2018 Dean’s Challenge 

Grant for her proposal, “The Southern 

Quill: Promoting, Publishing, Preserving 

Creativity in the Community.”

CHRISTENA JENSEN, CHANTEL SLOAN, 
SARAH JANSON, REGGIE GATES, 
KATIE ERBE, JESSICA CERCHIARI 
(PSYCHOLOGY STUDENTS) will present 

two research papers on the topics of 

religious fundamentalism, conservatism, 

and addiction at the National Conference 

of Undergraduate Research in Oklahoma 

City, OK April 4-7, 2018. Sophie George and 

Kristine Olson are their faculty advisors.

CLINT BUHLER (HUMANITIES) was 

nominated for Teacher of the Year at the 

Faculty Awards dinner on March 22.

JACK LOUNSBURY (ENGLISH) was 

approved by the Board of Trustees to 

receive Faculty Emeritus Status.

JEREMY C. YOUNG (HISTORY) was profiled 

along with Biology professor Marius Van 

Der Merwe in an article in the Dixie Sun 

News. Follow this link to read the story. 

KRISTINE OLSON (PSYCHOLOGY) won 

Distinguished Professor of the Year at the 

Faculty Awards Dinner on March 22.
(Left) Jack Lounsbury during office hours  and students 
attend the Applied Sociology Afternoon Tea (Right).

http:/www.dixiesunnews.com/news/articles/2018/02/23/professors-young-van-der-merwe-prefer-teaching-dsu/


KRISTINE OLSON & SOPHIE GEORGE 
(PSYCHOLOGY) have teamed up with Rico 

Del Sesto (Chemistry) and Rocky Vista 

University to enable research collaboration 

between faculty and students at the two 

universities.

RIK ANDES & SCOTT MILES (ESL) will 

present at the 4th Annual Teaching and 

Learning Conference. The presentation is 

titled Meeting the Needs of International 

Students and will give advice on how 

to help international students in the 

classrooms succeed. 

SHADMAN BASHIR (CRIMINAL JUSTICE) 
was invited to present a guest lecture 

on the Laws of War and post 9/11 Military 

Interventions at the United States Military 

Academy at West Point, New York on April 

26th. 

SUE BENNETT (ENGLISH) was elected as 

the Chair of the College Faculty Review 

Committee.

TIM BYWATER (ENGLISH) had his book 

Introduction to Film Criticism: Major 
Critical Approaches to Narrative Film 

requested for use by the Disability 

Resource Center at Northern Illinois 

University.

(Top) Tim Bywater, a law school informational 

meeting (right) and Kristine Olson teaching 
the History of Pyschology (Left).



SHARE THE SPOTLIGHT

PLACES, PLEASE!

There’s always confusion before a play. Patrons 

shuffling seats and programs, actors running 

lines and blocking, techies triple checking 

the equipment. But on Saturday, March 10, 

at Brigham’s Playhouse, there was a special 

piece of chaos: a small Deaf audience and 

their interpreters.

Nicole Demke and Bryce Tadd are Dixie 

State students who are studying to become 

American Sign Language interpreters. As 

part of their final internship, they donned 

their black shirts to interpret the matinee 

performance of Daddy Long Legs, which is an 

off-Broadway musical about a young orphan 

sent to college by a wealthy, anonymous 

benefactor. They were joined by Tiffany 

Harding, a 15-year interpreting veteran, 

and observed by CHaSS’s own Dr. Allyson 

Hamilton.

“I was like a proud mama,” said Dr. Hamilton. 

“They put in so much effort for this.”

Nicole and Bryce spent weeks preparing for 

this performance. They poured over the script 

and attended multiple rehearsals to be sure 

they provided the best possible experience for 

the Deaf audience members.

“It’s a challenge,” Bryce confided. “Not just 

interpreting, but specifically for a performance. 

You’re supposed to do your job, but you can’t 

upstage the performers. You need to get the 

information and emotion across, but you can’t 

be too expressive. It’s almost like you become 

the actors’ backups.”

In the midst of congratulations from Tiffany, 

Dr. Hamilton, the Deaf audience members 

and the other ASL students who came out in 

support, Nicole shared, “It was incredible. I’ve 

been studying and working towards being an 

interpreter, but as I was sitting here, I had this 

moment of ‘This is what I’m gonna do for the 

rest of my life.’ I just know that interpreting is 

my calling in life.”

Both Nicole and Bryce are set to graduate in 

May. They will both pursue Utah Professional 

Certification.

Nicole Demke and Bryce Tadd performing together 

in a ASL talent show last fall.



SHARE THE SPOTLIGHT

A PIPE PEN DREAM

Everyone dreams. Students dream of graduation, 
professors that students will read the syllabus, 
and administrators of an end to paperwork. For 
writers, the dream is publication. Every year, 
students at Dixie State University work to make 
the writer’s dream a reality through The Southern 
Quill.

The Southern Quill is a literary journal produced 
annually by students at Dixie State University. The 
journal was first produced in 1951. It has endured 
drastic evolution in its 67 years, but the staff 
maintains the devotion to publishing quality work 
from local authors. Anyone who is a resident of 
Utah or Clark County, Nevada may submit work 
each year. For 2018, the submission deadline was 
March 5. In the two weeks since, student editors 
and readers have worked tirelessly to identify the 
best offerings in each of the sections.

Amy Greene, a reader for both Fiction and Young 
Writers, says “It’s a good experience. Not only 
do you get to read some really cool stuff, but 
you get to see the other side of the publishing 
process.” Amy was also involved in The Southern 
Quill last year continued, “We don’t have quite as 
many submissions this year, but there’s still some 
amazing stuff. It’s hard to choose.”

Once a year, The Southern Quill staff holds a 
Benefit & Silent Auction to help fund the next 
year’s production. This year’s event will be held on 
Tuesday, April 3, from 6:30-9:00 pm in the Zion 

Room on the 5th floor of the Holland Centennial 
Commons. There will be readings and music, and 
artwork from Shane Christensen, Glen Blakely & 
Del Parson will be available in the auction among 
others. 

To learn more about The Southern Quill, visit 
www.thesouthernquill.com. If you have any 
questions about the benefit, contact faculty 

advisor Cindy King at cindy.king@dixie.edu.

http://www.thesouthernquill.com
mailto:cindy.king%40dixie.edu?subject=


C’s. Below average students deserved D’s. 
Students who weren’t really doing the work 
found, of course, an F on their papers.  The 
problem was, I didn’t want this sorter-role.

That Saturday, I vowed I would no longer 
be a sorter; I would be a shifter.  My goal no 
longer revolved around how neatly student 
papers fit into stacks.  From that moment 
on, my goal focused on how to shift student 
ability upward. If I could help improve a 
student's competence level from C- to 
C+ work, I would consider it a success. 
However, this required I take a different 
approach to my teaching.  I no longer 
assumed my job was to provide content 
and then evaluate.  Instead, I set out to 
discover where each student’s academic 
abilities currently stood, and how to 
elevate their level as much as I could.

I think this is an important paradigm 
shift for those of us who work at an 
open-access university.  Our students 
arrive with abilities spread out across 
a wide spectrum of preparedness 
levels. Some of our students can 
compete with the best and brightest 
undergraduates in the Ivy League, 
and some of our students seem 
unready for college. It doesn’t take 
long for a good instructor to notice 
the difference. Nevertheless, it's not 
much of an achievement for us to 
label and evaluate our students 
accurately. True success and personal 
fulfillment are instead derived from 
helping each student (no matter 
where they are on the preparedness 
spectrum) make positive progress 
toward becoming better educated 
and more competent individuals. 
Hence the proper objective of the 
professoriate is not to label and 
sort students, but to elevate them.

– Richard
Dean, College of Humanities 
& Social Sciences

TWO MINUTES WITH 
FEATHERSTONE

Early in my career, I spent one Saturday grading 
research papers.  After providing feedback and 
a score, each paper was placed into a particular 
pile.  Excellent papers went into the A or A- stack, 
above average papers went into the B+ stack, 
and so on. Each graded paper went into the 
stack that corresponded with its given grade.  I’m 
not completely sure why I took this particular 
approach that day.  I hadn’t categorized papers 
like this before. Previously when assessing papers, 
I would only have two piles—papers to grade and 
graded papers.
 
Looking back, I am glad I used this “grade 
stacking” approach, since it provided me with 
one of the most important insights of my 
teaching career.  On that Saturday afternoon, 
when I finally finished grading all the papers 
on my desk, I sat back in my chair to gaze at 
my accomplishment.  There in front of me were 
twelve stacks of research papers, the A papers, 
A- papers, B+ papers, etc., all the way to the 
F papers. As I scanned over the various stacks 
spread across my desk, a depressing thought 
stirred in my mind—I had become an evaluator, 
not an educator.

Students were taking my classes, writing 
papers and completing assignments; and 
here I was, professionally sorting them into 
neat little categories. Excellent students were 
rewarded with A’s. Above average students were 
acknowledged with B’s. Average students got 
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WRC BRENÉ BROWN 
TED TALK


