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Symposium to be held April 7, 2017, 2:00-5:00pm  

 Dixie State University and the Undergraduate Research Office 

are hosting the first Regional Research Symposium on April 7, 

2017 in the Dolores Dore Eccles Fine Arts Center. Over 60 talks 

and posters are planned for the Symposium by students, faculty, 

and community organizations. The Symposium is free for all to at-

tend. Information and a schedule for the event can be found at  

bit.ly/DSUResearch, or  https://academics.dixie.edu/uro  

 Volume 1 — March 2017 

Applications now being accepted!  

 The Undergraduate Research Office will be awarding Research 

Scholar Medals for students graduating this Spring, 2017. To 

qualify for a Medal, a student must: 

1. complete at least two semesters of independent research 

under the advisement of a faculty or staff mentor,  

2. present your research in any format (talk, poster, exhibit, 

performance) at any conference or public event, and  

3. produce a paper or other “product” (report, publication, etc.).  

  To apply for a Medal, students must fill out the application at 

bit.ly/DSUScholar no later than April 10, 2017.  

  



 

 

 Jordan Mullins moved to Saint 

George, Utah from the central 

coast of California when he was 

only eleven years old. Mullins is a 

senior ceramic arts major planning 

to graduate in December, at which 

time he expects to pursue a Mas-

ters of Fine Arts degree and, even-

tually, teach at the university level.  

 Mullins says that he became 

an arts major because he loves to 

work in clay and work through the 

creative process. In addition to 

working in the art  department as a 

work study, Mullins allows his cre-

ative juices to flow as he works on 

his research of a refined clay slip 

called Terra Sigillata. This process 

of decorating has been used on 

iconic and classic Roman red and 

black pottery and involves separat-

ing clay particle sizes in order to 

get a fine basic white slip. He then 

experiments with different color-

ants to achieve a wide color pallet 

to work with. His work has been 

displayed in two gallery showings 

in St. George. 

 Mullins is grateful for the men-

toring and critiques he has re-

ceived through faculty in the art 

department. He says, “[The de-

partment]  has helped me to gain a 

deeper insight into not only creat-

ing art but teaching it.“ 

 

 
 Dr. Chilom was born and raised 

in Bucharest, Romania. She has 

loved science for as long as she can 

remember, and is the first in her 

family to receive a four-year degree. 

She received her bachelor’s and 

master’s degrees in Environmental 

Chemistry from the Polytechnic 

Institute of Bucharest, and her Ph.D. 

in Environmental Chemistry from 

South Dakota State University. She 

became involved in research during her sophomore year of college. 

 Her current research area is environmental chemistry with a focus in 

natural organic matter (NOM) from soils and sediments. NOM is the most 

abundant form of organic matter on the earth’s surface, which makes it an 

important source of carbon, and its persistence in the environment also 

makes it an important sink for carbon. She is investigating the molecular 

structure of NOM and its relationship to specific properties of soils such as 

wettability, resistance to microbial degradation, and contaminant fate. 

 She started teaching at Dixie State in Fall of 2014, and by the Spring of 

2015 was involving students in research. She has mentored a total of nine 

undergraduates, with four of them being chemistry majors. Her students have 

presented their work at local, state, and national meetings. She is currently 

working on submitting a manuscript with undergraduate student coauthors. 

 Her future plans involve strengthening the new Dixie State Chemistry 

program, expanding student’s knowledge of chemistry, and involving more 

undergraduates in research.  

  

 
 

Dear Colleagues: As we proceed on our journey from “Status to Stature” 

as Utah’s newest comprehensive university, we will continue to sponsor 

and promote programs that are known to improve educational  quality 

and effectiveness.  Mentored undergraduate research is considered a 

high impact practice that significantly enriches student knowledge and 

skills and increases the likelihood of their admission to graduate 

programs. Advancing the quality and scope of mentored undergraduate 

research at DSU is therefore a high priority for Academic Affairs and we 

are committed to providing students with experiences using the most 

advanced research methodologies. I look forward to many great 

successes by our students in the years to come. 

Michael Lacourse, PhD. 

Provost and Vice President of Academic Affairs 



 
 Dr. Armstrong was born in the 

San Francisco area, but grew up 

outside of Washington, D.C. He 

earned a B.A. at the University of 

Maryland and his M.A. and Ph.D. at 

Florida State University. His primary 

research involves writing about the 

history of movies and movie direc-

tors. Several of his projects have 

turned into books.  

 Armstrong tends to work alone 

in his research, however, he men-

tors students as they pursue their 

own research-driven projects. He 

believes that research is valuable 

because it forces them to probe 

deeper into esoteric material and 

present it to audiences for con-

sumption. This process enhances 

not only researchers' understanding 

of a topic but also develops invalua-

ble communication skills that can 

improve one's chances of pursuing 

professional and academic objec-

tives in the future. Research has 

benefited him in a personal sense -  

he enjoys learning and it has given 

him opportunities he otherwise 

would not have had, such as pre-

senting at academic conferences 

and having TV interviews. His future 

plans involve learning Spanish and 

maybe someday pursue another 

graduate degree in the languages.  

 Abigail Covington, a senior at Dixie State University, 

grew up in a little area called Motoqua in Southern 

Utah. Covington is a psychology major planning to 

graduate this spring with her Bachelor’s degree. As for 

her interest in psychology, she states, “I took a 

psychology class in my first semester at Dixie and I 

loved it. I had always been fascinated by people and 

wanting to understand and give voice to the ways 

people are and how they behave with one another.”  

 In order to cover the costs of being a full time 

student, Covington works two part time jobs. However, 

Covington spends most of her free time researching sexuality, particularly in 

examining the LGBTQ community. Her main interest is in comparing those who 

identify as bisexual and heterosexual, and she has examined sexuality and 

variables such as sexual satisfaction, attachment representation, sexual attitudes 

and beliefs. Last year, Covington presented at the Western Psychological 

Association (WPA) conference. This year she presented at the Utah Conference 

of Undergraduate Research, and has submitted to WPA as a first author.  

 After graduating this May, Covington  plans to attend graduate school and 

obtain her PhD in Psychology or Public Health. Originally, Covington had wanted 

to be a practitioner, but after being involved with research she discovered her 

passion for studying the human mind. Covington’s passion for research has 

received support from her mentors and students, and she feels that she would not 

be where she is today without it. She states, “Research and academia are my 

passions, being in research has not only directed my future, it is my future.”  

  

 Katelyn Bryner has lived in Santa Clara, Utah her 

entire life. She is currently attending SUCCESS 

academy as a in high school junior in conjunction with 

classes at her boundary school, Snow Canyon High 

School. Bryner hopes to attend college full time during 

her senior year , and has already completed enough 

credits to be considered a college Sophomore. 

 Bryner is interested in computer programming, web 

development, and graphic design, specifically UI/UX 

design. However, she also enjoys scripting and software 

development. With these interests, Bryner hopes to 

pursue a Bachelor’s degree at DSU in Computer Information Technology 

emphasizing in Web Development and Design. After graduating from Dixie, Bryner 

plans to pursue a career in computer science and technology.  

 Currently, Bryner is involved in research on the minerals used to make 

sunblock and how they protect from harmful radiation. She presented her research 

at  the SUCCESS academy science fair, and Bryner placed in the top three in her 

category, which means she will present at the regional Southern Utah Science 

Fair at the end of March. Bryner states, “Research projects impact my academic 

development because they help me to get higher level of understanding for the 

importance of research in science ,and it gives me a greater desire to go above 

and beyond in my education to learn things that will make me a successful asset 

in my field of choice.” 



Contact Us 

Give us a call or stop by for 

more information about  the 

Undergraduate Research 

Office or how to get involved 

in research. 

 

Undergraduate  

Research Office 

488 Holland Centennial 

Commons 

(435) 879 - 4488 

research@dixie.edu 

Visit us on the web at 

academics.dixie.edu/uro 

 

Special thanks to the      

Undergraduate Research 

interns Dakota Witzel and 

McKenzie Barry for  

creating and writing, and 

Lauryn Perkins for editing, 

the inaugural volume of the 

Undergraduate Research 

 In 2013, Kaylee Litson graduated from Dixie 

State University with a Bachelors of Science in 

Psychology. After growing up in Southern Utah, 

she took a leap and entered into the Experimental 

and Applied Psychological Sciences program at 

Utah State University and is currently a fourth year 

doctoral student and hopes to graduate in May 

2018.  

 At Utah State University, Kaylee’s main focus 

is quantitative psychology. She is interested in the 

development and application of constructively de-

fined latent variable models such as multitrait-

multimethod models and latent state-trait models. Additionally, Litson is interested 

in statistical approaches that can be used to evaluate causal processes across 

time when combined with theory and appropriate research design. This includes 

identifying factors that moderate or mediate the relationship between stigma and 

negative health outcomes among sexual minority individuals.  

 To date, Litson has six papers in press or published and has presented nine 

papers/posters at conferences. She  states that part of the confidence she exudes 

throughout her career came from being an undergraduate student at Dixie State. 

Litson explains, “Working on undergraduate research at DSU helped me develop 

a strong work ethic and passion for research which I have carried through my 

graduate career and in other aspects of my life.”  

Gift Ifijeh and Chinye Nwokolo presenting a poster on Low Toxicity Solvents 

Camille Migliori, Darren Stapleton Liquids Michael Bishop describing ceramic works 

Oscar Ruiz, Rhianna Wolsleger, and  

Christopher Zdunich presenting posters 

TaylorAnn Christensen, Addison Ever-

ett presenting on Ionic Liquids 

Mikaylen Hudson, Chizu Matsubara, Dakota Witzel and Abigail Covington at  

Utah Valley University for the Utah Conference of Undergraduate Research 

Pictures from UCUR 2017.  

Congratulations to the 36 student presenters! 


