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           Applications now being accepted!

 The Undergraduate Research Office will be awarding Research 

Scholar Medals for students graduating in Fall 2017, Spring 2018 or 

Summer 2018. To apply for a Medal, students must fill out the application  

no later than April 13, 2018. 

More information can be found at:  http://bit.ly/DSUScholar.

Upcoming Events for the College 
of Humanities

The Southern Quill Benefit Reading (submission 
dates: 10/16/17-03/05/18 on thesouthernquill.com) 

and Silent Auction

 Social Sciences Brown Bag Series: 02/08, 03/08, 
04/08, 12:00-12:50pm in McD 105

 Visiting Fiction Writer (TBA--Dr. Stephen Arm-
strong has more information on this event; 

armstrong@dixie.edu)
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12th Annual UCUR:
Utah Conference on Undergraduate Research

February 9, 2018

 Utah Conference on Undergraduate Research (UCUR) promotes 

undergraduate research, scholarship and creative activity, performed with the 

mentorship of faculty members or others through a yearly conference. 

Student presentations are welcome in all fields and disciplines from the 

creative and performing arts to biomedical, engineering and social science 

research. More information is at https://www.suu.edu/ugrasp/ucur/.



Sophie GeorGe, ph.D.
ASSiStAnt profeSSor of pSycholoGy

 Dr. Sophie George is originally from the UK and received her PhD in experimental 
psychology from Sussex University. She was drawn to St. George because of her love of the 
outdoors, and loved the idea of being able to teach courses relating to the biological aspects of 
psychology at Dixie State University. 
 She is currently involved in research examining the attitudes that the community has 
about addictive substances and behaviors, as well as exploring if there is a correlation between 
these attitudes and religious and conserative beliefs. This research is especially important to 
St. George and the surrounding areas because of gambling and legal marijuana use in Nevada, 
as well as the recent declaration of a national crisis relating to prescription opioid abuse. Dr. 
George loves to involve undergraduate students in her research because she wants them to 
have the experience of research needed for their future jobs and careers. She is excited  to learn 
how Dixie State University research might influence the public’s view on addiction.  For more 
information about Dr. George and her research, please contact her at sophie.george@dixie.edu 

KriStine J. olSon, ph.D.
ASSociAte profeSSor of pSycholoGy

 Dr. Olson received her Ph.D. from Washington State University, and has been faculty 
at DSU for seven years. She is excited about working at DSU because of the smaller class 
sizes and greater interaction with students, and the fact that it is a teaching-based school. 
She also wanted to help students become involved in the world of research. Her research 
interests lie in understanding people’s attitudes towards addiction, the pros and cons that 
female students perceive about going into a STEM career, and undergraduate students’ per-
ceptions of teacher justice in the classroom.  
 She enjoys involving undergraduate students in her research for the skills that stu-
dents develop, and to prepare them for post-graduation careers. Furthermore, she believes 
it is important for students to apply course materials to projects. For more information 
about Dr. Olson and her research, please contact her at kjolson@dixie.edu. 
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KAthryn MeDeroS SySSoyevA, ph.D.
ASSiStAnt profeSSor of theAtre

 Dr. Syssoyeva has worked and lived in many places around the world. She received her Ph.D. from Stanford, and has been at 
DSU for three years. She was drawn to DSU because of how much the school is growing and changing, and she liked the idea of com-
ing into a learning environment where she could contribute to the growth and direction of the department and university. Syssoyeva’s 
research has led to contributions in three published books so far. 
 Dr. Syssoyeva has been working on 3 main projects: research on P. T. Barnum, the father of the circus and his influence in oth-
er fields of study; bringing to completion another book about theater practices in the Russian Theater; and an artistic project toward 
the creation of a novel about women in the French Resistance. 
 This past year, Syssoyeva included undergraduates in her research by bringing two students with her to New York in order to 
do practical research by creating projects and being directly involved with working artists. They also worked collaboratively with a 
team to create a theater piece in the rehearsal process. General and professional communities also benefit from Syssoyeva’s research 
by the fact that she works on reaching a popular history market while also bringing academic research to light. If you would like to 
find out more about Dr. Syssoyeva’s research, or the exciting developments happening in the Theatre Department, please contact her 
at syssoyeva@dixie.edu. 

“Research can be very cool. When 
you’re young and an undergraduate, 
it’s hard to picture that cool side of it, 
but it’s a very nice, interesting way to 

conduct your life. I started out as an ac-
tress, so I didn’t think I was going to go 
that route. And I was always a reader, 

but a little bit of an anti-intellectual for 
a very long time, so I didn’t really think 

that this was going to happen to me.” 
  -Dr. Kathryn Syssoyeva
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Gift ifiJeh
DSU reSeArch StUDent

DAKotA Witzel
DSU reSeArch StUDent AlUMnA

  
 Gift Ifijeh grew up in the diverse state of Lagos, Nigeria.  Education was very 
important in her family, and DSU was the perfect place to helo bring Ifijeh closer to her 
educational goals. Her current research focuses on the synthesis of phosphonium-based 
ionic liquids for extraction of precious metals and organic compounds, such as biofuels 
and organic contaminants, from water. The ultimate goal is to be able to aid in removal 
and recovery of potentially useful or toxic compounds without harming the local eco-
system or bodies of water. Ifijeh’s works is part of a collaboration of students as well as 
with her supervisor, Dr. Rico Del Sesto. Participating in research has given her numerous 
opportunities in learning hands-on methods and experimetnal design, and attending in 
national conferences such as UCUR and ACS, and emphasising the importance of team-
work and collaboration in the field of science. For more information, please contact Rico 
Del Sesto at delsesto@dixie.edu.

 Dakota Witzel was raised in Las Vegas, Nevada and decided to attend DSU to stay clos-
er to family but still be able to live independently. Witzel has participated in several fields of 
research, mainly focusing on relationships. Her most current fields of research encompass the 
roles of stressor entropy, stressor residue, and worry/rumination on daily stress processes. 
 Witzel first found a love for research while studying here at DSU. In 2013, she began re-
search with Dr. John Pugliese, focusing on the impact of social control on goal disengagement 
in health related outcomes. Later, she joined Dr. Dannelle Larsen-Rife’s research lab (NiRD lab) 
where the focus was on relationships and development - mainly on sexuality and sexual rela-
tionships in adulthood. Witzel stated, “I do believe this background impacted the research I 
have participated in since [DSU]... I had the ability to work with multiple labs and truly decide 
what I wanted to focus on in my graduate program. While my current research and program 
deviates from my past research, I am able to combine all of the parts that I loved from my pre-
vious research such as social relationships, health, and conflict.” Witzel is currently continuing 
her studies at Oregon State. 
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Innovation Plaza: 
Education and Support for your Ideas 
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 DSU’s new Innovation Plaza will house several services that aim to help business concepts become a reality, including the 
TIE, DIGS, and DIRT Centers. This new addition to DSU’s campus will be located in the former East Elementary school adjacent to 
the DSU Smith Computer Center. DSU is excited for this new addition and is making the Innovation Plaza’s resources available to 
students and faculty, as well as the general public. Several people are working on various parts of the new Innovation Plaza, includ-
ing Kyle Wells, head of the TIE Center; Dr. Wayne Provost, director of DIGS; and Henrie Walton, a coordinator between the differ-
ent groups involved at the Innovation Plaza. 
  Dr. Kyle Wells is a DSU alumni and the Dean of the College Business and Communications at DSU. The TIE Center (Tech-
nology, Innovation, and Entrepreneurship Center), in which Wells plays a large role, will be used to support the local community in 
establishing businesses from “concept to company”. It will house services that will help all sizes of businesses to support themselves, 
such as professional help, mentoring, funding, legal, and IT. While these services already exist, the TIE Center will provide a single 
structure for entrepreneurs to come and receive advice. 
 Dr. Wayne Provost came to DSU with the desire 
to help start the foundation for a center that encourages 
students to develop business patents and create viable busi-
nesses. Dr. Provost has been developing patents for over 
45 years, and claims to have never seen so many potential 
candidates as he has seen here at DSU. His work with the 
new DIGS Center (Dixie Innovation Guidance and Solu-
tions Center) will primarily focus on working with stu-
dents and the community to develop their ideas and create 
patents and prototypes to help new businesses start and 
be successful. Provost says that in the short time that he 
has been here, at least 121 students have walked through 
his door with ideas, of which 17 of them now have patents 
pending. He has also helped 14 faculty members (2 patents 
pending), 
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125 people from the community (25 patents and patents pending) and 19 alumni in the patent 
process. Provost stated, “That is unbelievable. I’ve worked my whole life on patents. I’ve never 
created 30 patents in one year though. I’m losing track [of all the patents created]. When you 
lose track of what you’re doing, that’s good”. Provost and everyone working on the Innovation 
Center are expecting that this number will continue to grow. 
 Henrie Walton has been at DSU for two years, and his primary responsibilities are to 
advocate for DSU’s interests in community and state and to work with the community on proj-
ects like the new Innovation Plaza. His main role in Innovation Plaza has been to coordinate 
space and logistics with the different groups that will be located in the new Innovation Center. 
He has been collaborating with an Innovation Plaza working group that has been planning the 
space and operations, such as the locations of the potential groups and users of TIE and DIGS, 
the timing of the move, and funding of Innovation Plaza.
 Even though Southern Utah region has a high rate of entrepreneurs per capita, small 
business owners and individuals with ideas for products, patents, and businesses don’t have the resources to test their ideas and 
products. Innovation Plaza will provide them with the resources they need to take their projects from concept to completion. The 
plaza itself is around 53,000 sq feet and will be home to experimental and medical laboratories, maker spaces that will have laser 

cutters and 3D printers to build prototypes, a research center and 
incubation space where companies can start up, just to 
name a few. It is believed that the plaza will be able to be 
open most of the day and evening to accommodate as 
many people and their schedules as possible. Dr. Wayne 
Provost says “This is the only school that I am aware of in 
the United States that has an Innovation Guidance and 
Solutions Center for students and the community… we are 
in an Innovation Revolution. Most of your smart colleges 
are incorporating innovation into their curriculum, as we 
are doing here.There’s going to be a lot of neat things 
happening.” For more information about Innovation 
Plaza, please contact Henrie Walton at walton@dixie.edu. 
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Dr. Provost with his funnel turbine 

Rendering of TIE Center



Contact Us
Give us a call or stop by for more information about 

the Undergraduate Research Office or how to get 
involved in research at DSU.

Undergraduate Research Office
488 Holland CentennialCommons

(435) 879 - 4488
research@dixie.edu

Visit us on the web at
academics.dixie.edu/uro

Special thanks to Undergraduate Research interns 
Kate Barry and Jaden Leavitt for creating, writing, 
and editing this volume of the Research Newsletter

April 6, 2018, 1:00-5:00pm

Dixie State University and the Undergraduate Research Office
are hosting the second Regional Symposium for Research, Innovation, and 

Creativity Symposium on April 6, 2018 on the DSU campus. Any member of 
the DSU community, including students, faculty, staff, alumni, and the great-

er Washington County region, can present their work at the Symposium to 
share their work and engage in discussions with the community. The Sympo-
sium is free for all to participate and attend. Information and a schedule for 

the event can be found at   http://bit.ly/DSUSymp
For more information, please contact us at research@dixie.edu

Pictures from UCUR 2017 - Congratulations to the 46 student presenters!


