
Active Learning Civic Engagement Rubric: (ALCE) 

Civic	  engagement	  is	  “working	  to	  make	  a	  difference	  in	  the	  civic	  life	  of	  our	  communities	  and	  developing	  the	  combination	  of	  knowledge,	  
skills,	  values,	  and	  motivation	  to	  make	  that	  difference.	  It	  means	  promoting	  the	  quality	  of	  life	  in	  a	  community,	  through	  both	  political	  and	  
non-‐political	  processes."	  	  (Excerpted	  from	  Civic	  Responsibility	  and	  Higher	  Education,	  edited	  by	  Thomas	  Ehrlich,	  published	  by	  Oryx	  
Press,	  2000,	  Preface,	  page	  vi.)	  In	  addition,	  civic	  engagement	  encompasses	  actions	  wherein	  individuals	  participate	  in	  activities	  of	  
personal	  and	  public	  concern	  that	  are	  both	  individually	  life	  enriching	  and	  socially	  beneficial	  to	  the	  community.	  

Criteria: (The course must meet all the following criteria.) 
o Learning outcomes relative to civic engagement are articulated in the syllabus. 
o Student reflections are required and enhance learning outcomes of civic engagement and the course content. 
o Civic needs and/or concerns that will be addressed are articulated in the syllabus. 

 
 

Rating 

                               

 
1 
 

 
2 

Approaches Expectations 

 
3 

Meets Expectations 

Defining 
Characteristics 
Diversity of 
Communities 
and Cultures  

Does not demonstrate evidence of 
adjustment in own attitudes and 
beliefs because of working within 
and learning from diversity of 
communities and cultures.  

Demonstrates evidence of adjustment 
in own attitudes and beliefs because of 
working within and learning from 
diversity of communities and cultures.  

Demonstrates evidence of adjustment in 
own attitudes and beliefs because of 
working within and learning from 
diversity of communities and cultures. 
Promotes others' engagement with 
diversity. 

Defining 
Characteristics 
Analysis of 
Knowledge  

Does not connect and extends 
knowledge (facts, theories, etc.) from 
one's own academic 
study/field/discipline to civic 
engagement. 

Connects and extends knowledge 
(facts, theories, etc.) from one's own 
academic study/field/discipline to civic 
engagement. 

Connects and extends knowledge (facts, 
theories, etc.) from one's own academic 
study/field/discipline to civic 
engagement and to one's own 
participation in civic life, politics, and 
government. 

Defining 
Characteristics 
Civic Identity 
and Commitment 

Does not provide evidence of 
experience in civic-engagement 
activities. 

Describes what she/he has learned 
about her or himself as it relates to a 
reinforced and clarified sense of civic 
identity and continued commitment to 
public action.   

Provides evidence of experience in civic-
engagement activities and describes what 
she/he has learned about her or himself 
as it relates to a reinforced and clarified 
sense of civic identity and continued 
commitment to public action. 

	   	  



Defining 
Characteristics 
Civic 
Communication 

Does not listen or adapt to others to 
establish relationships to further civic 
action. 

Listens and adapts to others to establish 
relationships to further civic action. 

Tailors communication strategies to 
effectively express, listen, and adapt to 
others to establish relationships to further 
civic action. 

Defining 
Characteristics 
Civic Action and 
Reflection 

Does not demonstrate independent 
experience or show initiative in team 
leadership of complex or multiple 
civic engagement activities. 

Demonstrates independent experience 
and shows initiative in team leadership 
of complex or multiple civic 
engagement activities. 

Demonstrates independent experience 
and shows initiative in team leadership of 
complex or multiple civic engagement 
activities, accompanied by reflective 
insights or analysis about the aims and 
accomplishments of one’s actions. 

Defining 
Characteristics 
Civic Contexts 
and Structures 

Does not demonstrate commitment to 
collaboratively work across and 
within community contexts and 
structures. 

Demonstrates ability and commitment 
to collaboratively work across and 
within community contexts and 
structures. 

Demonstrates ability and commitment to 
collaboratively work across and within 
community contexts and structures to 
achieve a civic aim. 

Column Score    
 

Total Score _____ 


