
 

Curriculum Committee Minutes 
 

Feb. 10, 2009 
3:00 pm. 
South Administration Conference Room 

Chair:   Daphne Selbert    
 
Present:  Addison Everett, Karen Bauer, Brenda Sabey, Carlene Holm, Carole Grady, Curtis Larsen, Darl Biniaz, Dennis Wignall, Dewey Denning, Jay Slade, JD 

Robertson, Linda Wright, Martha Talman, Pete Vanvalkenburg, Randal Chase, Rick Palmer, Scott Mortensen, Sue Bennett, Tom McNeilis, Tommy Cummings 
            

Absent:  Brent Hanson (excused), Glenn Webb, Philip Lee, Susan Ertel (excused).       
Visitors:  Julie Stender, Sarah Black, Del Beatty   

Agenda Items Motions Vote Results Action/Discussion 
Minutes 
Curriculum Committee 
Minutes 
(Jan. 27, 2009) 

M:  Dennis Wignall 
S:  Carole Grady 

APPROVED  

Curriculum Items    

Arts & Letters 
ENGL 3281: Major World Authors: 
Postcolonial 
Course Addition 
Effective:  Fall 2009 

M:  Curtis Larsen 
S:  Scott Mortensen 

APPROVED First offering in the World Authors series.   

INTS 3100: Interdisciplinary Studies 
Course Revision 
Effective:  Spring 2009 

 Withdrawn  

Degree Requirements – Integrated 
Studies Core 
Effective:  July 1, 2009. 

 Withdrawn  

FYE 1001: First Year Experience 
Course Addition 
Effective:  Fall 2009 

M:  Darl Biniaz 
S:  Addison Everett 

APPROVED 
(6 opposed 
10 approved 
2 abstained) 
 
Amendment to the 
motion was that if 
another dept wants to 

Sarah Black presented this curriculum form.  She addressed the issues the 
committee had from Jan. 15, 2009 meeting.  Entering freshmen, full-time, 
degree seeking  (concurrent enrollment students who have college courses 
on their transcripts PRIOR to high school graduation are considered entering 
freshmen). Non-degree seeking freshmen are not required to take this 
course.  This is a requirement, but not a degree requirement.  Not counted 
towards credits, but is an elective.  The advisement office will send out 
letters to entering freshmen telling them about the course.   Students who 
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Agenda Items Motions Vote Results Action/Discussion 
come forward with 
their own course they 
don’t necessarily have 
to look like this course.  
Each dept should be 
able to come forward 
with their own needs 
for their own depts.  At 
that point, the 
committee will 
determine if their 
courses meet the 
criteria that this course 
does.  Addison Everett, 
as the second, approved 
the amended motion. 

enter as sophomore, junior, seniors will NOT be required to take this course.  
Transfer students with less than 24 credits will not be required, but will be 
“recommended” to take it.   
 
Concern was expressed about meeting 2 days per week.  It is a scheduling 
problem for classroom space.  Some felt it would be better taught only one 
day per week.  Sarah seemed to think that would be a “last resort” move.  
How flexible will we be on this?  Required elements to be covered, number 
of hours, can there be flexibility?  Each area should have ownership of their 
classes.  Some content has to be the same.  The course description needs to 
have the new requirements in it: 1) Required of entering freshmen; 2) 
transfer students w/ 24 credits or more are NOT required but recommended 
to take this course, 3) it is for Degree-seeking Students, and is NOT required 
for graduation (however, leave #3 out of the catalog description).   
 
It was decided that this is the “blanket” course for all departments—that IF a 
department wanted their own number, they could have a course with this 
format, without bringing a form to curriculum committee.  Ex:  If COMM 
wanted a 1001 course to be taught in the fall, they would NOT have to bring 
back to curriculum committee for approval to offer it, as long as their 
objectives were the same as this course.  If it isn’t the same, they  have to 
come forward with a new form to be approved. 
 
There was intense discussion on what the core objectives were for this 
course, and HOW this course was going to be paid for since we’re facing 
budgetary crunches w/threats of not funding the “lecture/advisor” positions 
in the following year.  Since this course needs to be passed for fall 
curriculum, the committee has asked that the FYE committee come forth 
with a core curriculum by the end of spring break (Mar 23, 2009).  Sarah 
seemed to think this could be done.  Before the vote was taken, Randal 
Chase asked that there be clarification on two things:  1) it is understood by 
the committee that there will be flexibility in the course, and  2) it is 
understood that resources will be provided.  Feedback from the committee 
indicated that the VP of Instruction has set aside funding for this course.  
Serious concern was expressed that resources be available.    

    
    
    

Business    
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COMP 1800:  Microsoft Office 
Publisher 2007 
Course Addition 
Effective:  Summer 2009 

M:  Addison Everett 
S:  Carole Grady 

TABLED No one present to represent this course.  Course was tabled to the next 
meeting. 

    
    

Science & Allied Health    
PHYS 1360: Principles of Physical 
Science 
Single Change Form 
Effective:  Fall 2009 

M: Curtis Larsen 
S:  Scott Mortensen 

APPROVED  (vote 
was taken on both 
PHYS courses) 

Credit change from 4 credits to 3 credits. 

PHYS 1045: Astronomy 
Single Change Form 
Effective:  Fall 2009 

  Fee change. 

PTA 1010: Introduction to Physical 
Therapy 
Course addition 
Effective:  Fall 2009 

M:  Curtis Larsen 
S:  Addison Everett 

APPROVED  

    
    
    
Action Items    
    
    
    
Discussion Items    
Student Advisory Council 
Dewey Denning presenting. 

  Dewey reported to the Curriculum Committee about the Student Advisory 
Council.  What is it, it’s organization and purpose, which is:   designed to 
connect student leaders to the Deans and Department chair so that they can 
work together to better the quality of education and student life on campus.  
The SAC committee is hosting “meet the faculty” days.  They will produce 
flyers and refreshments so they can help recruit potential students.  They 
eventually want to do this for all departments.  They want representation in 
the departments and Associate Deans w/student representatives and SAC 
members.  These representatives will bring information back to the SAC 
committee and to those Curriculum Committee representatives so that when 
they come to the meetings, they’re more informed on curriculum issues than 
they are now.  They want their vote to mean something.   They have current 
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representatives in the Business, Health Sciences, Science/Math, 
Humanities/English, Education/FCS, and Fine Arts.  They need 
representatives from CIT and COMM for next year.  Right now they’re 
appointed representatives from the student body.  Dept chairs were asked to 
pick up to three representatives of their choice, then the SAC council would 
then interview them and make the pick, with Assoc Dean approval.   Carole 
Grady informed the committee of the representation and helpfulness their 
representative was to the Health Science dept.  She meets with the 
representative monthly to talk about issues that the Taylor Building is 
having, accreditation issues, etc.  This representation will help as more and 
more 4-year programs are brought on campus.  Dewey will bring 
applications for the following year to the dept chairs in hopes that these 
representatives will be in place by the end of spring semester 2009 for the 
09-10 academic year. 

    
    
Adjourned:  4:20 PM M:  Curtis Larsen 

S:  Jay Slade 
  

 
 


