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Program Request - Abbreviated Template 
Dixie State University 

Certificate of Proficiency in Online Teaching and Learning (OTL) 
01/11/13 

 
Section I: Request 

 
Dixie State University (DSU) requests approval to offer the Online Teaching and Learning (OTL) Certificate of 
Proficiency, effective July 1, 2013, or the first full semester after approval. The certificate requires 16 credits.   
 
Program Description 
The Online Teaching and Learning (OTL) Certificate prepares licensed K-12 educators to design, teach, and 
evaluate student learning in digital environments. Program curriculum embraces the International Association for K-
12 Online Learning (iNACOL) national standards for quality K-12 online teaching2 and embodies online teaching and 
learning theories and practices which include (a) technology standards, tools, and learning management system 
platforms (LMS); (b) engagement and diverse learners in online/blended settings (e.g., learning styles, accessibility, 
disabilities, motivation, directed and collaborative digital learning, etc.); (c) instructional design; content structured 
and sequencing; (d) online, blended, and face-to-face pedagogy; (e) assessments in learning outcomes and 
evaluation of course effectiveness; (f) to develop and use leadership skills in the field of online/blended teaching and 
learning, and (g) K-12 online/blended practicum experience. The program will be offered on a 2-semester cohort 
schedule. To be admitted to the program, students must: 

 Be fully admitted or readmitted as a matriculated DSU student, including submission of all previous 
college/university transcripts 

 Supply proof of a current teaching license 

 Have a minimum 2.75 GPA in most recent 30 semester credits  
 
Purpose of Degree 
The purpose of the DSU OTL certificate is designed to provide the knowledge and skills for post-baccalaureate 
students who already have a teaching license and want to teach in digital learning environments. These 
environments include the use of interactive technologies and a variety of instructional delivery models such as; (a) 
fully online; (b) blended/hybrid which consists of a combination of online and face-to-face instruction; and (c) face-to-
face instruction in which technology is used to support or supplements student learning. This certificate will help meet 
the current needs of Utah school districts that offer online programs. The program will be delivered in an online 
format to provide students with learning flexibility and OTL pedagogy examples. The experience of taking courses 
online will help students become comfortable with these tools and will model online curriculum and assessments. The 
Utah State Office of Education is working closely with DSU to create a K-12 Online endorsement based on this 
certificate program (which will be different than the existing Distance learning endorsement). 
 
There are several reasons why Dixie State University should offer this certificate. First, the Department of Education 
at DSU has faculty with expertise knowledge and experience in this field of online teaching and learning. Second, 
strong partnerships between DSU and the local school district, Utah State Office of Education, and the Utah 
Education Network are already in place to support this program. Finally, this program supports the University’s 
mission statement, and the facilities, personnel, and resources are available for program implementation. 
 
The main expected outcome would be the design and development of online/blended curriculum that program 
completers could start using immediately after the practicum experience. Additional outcomes include (a) providing 
educators with knowledge and expertise in the field of online teaching and learning; (b) meeting the demands of 
school districts to utilize their own teachers to develop and teach curriculum in online and blended learning 
environments; and (c) increasing job opportunities and security for pre-service and in-service teachers. 

                                                           
2International Association for K-12 Online Learning (iNACOL). (2011). https://www.inacol.org/research/nationalstandards/  

https://www.inacol.org/research/nationalstandards/


 
External Review and Accreditation 
An external review of the proposed program was conducted by Anne Guptill, Ph.D., professor in the Online Teaching 
and Learning Certificate Program at California State University, East Bay, in December 2012. . Dr. Guptill’s report3 
identified several strengths in the OTL Program which include: (a) market and student demand was well documented; 
(b) institutional/department readiness is evident (e.g., national accreditation (TEAC), current technology delivery, 
etc.);  (c) student support/advisor is included; (d) alignment with institution’s mission statement; (e) faculty are 
qualified; (f) practicum experience with supervision; and (g) comparison of other programs across the country shows 
similarities in curriculum with a unique component of blended/hybrid emphasis in online teaching and learning.  
 
Dr. Guptill listed no weaknesses, but noted a challenge that the proposal did not clearly define: the enrollment 
market.  Dr. Guptill asked if the institution was interested in increasing market share with a national/global reach. The 
DSU response is that the OTL certificate enrollment will first be marketed to teachers within the State Of Utah 
working with the Utah State Office of Education to create and Online Teaching & Learning K-12 endorsement. Any 
expansion beyond that point will be considered based on need as well as institutional goals and resources.  
 
 

Section II: Need 
Program Need 
There is an urgent need to prepare educators across the nation to teach in online and blended learning 
environments. This is evident by the increasing numbers of K-12 students involved in digital learning. The Sloan 
Consortium did a follow-up study in 2008 entitled K-12 Online Learning: A Survey of U.S. School District 
Administrators4, which surveyed school district administrators to examine any changes that occurred in online 
learning in K-12 schools from 2005-2006 academic years compared to 2007-2008. The results from three quarters of 
responding school districts showed: (a) 66% of school districts with students enrolled in online or blended courses 
anticipated their online enrollments would grow; and (b) the overall number of K-12 students engaged in online 
courses in 2007-2008, was estimated at 1,030,000. This represents a 47% increase since 2005-2006. In addition to 
changes in online enrollment, administrators also reported that online learning was meeting the specific needs of a 
range of students, from credit recovery to those who want to take Advanced Placement and college-level courses. 
One of the challenges school districts were facing was the dependence on online learning providers, including 
postsecondary institutions, state virtual schools, and independent providers.5 
 
The State of Utah has also actively pursued these online learning options for K-12 students as evident by passing the 
legislative Senate Bill 656 (Chief Sponsor Howard A. Stephenson) which created a Statewide Online Education 
Program in the 2011 General Session, enabling students to earn high school graduation credit through the 
completion of online courses. School districts began to increase their online district programs by expanding rapidly 
their course offerings. One example is the Utah Students Connect online program, for 9th-12th grade students in 
Davis, Granite, Jordan, Murray, Nebo, Park City, Tooele and Weber School Districts 
(http://utahstudentsconnect.org/). According to the local school district, the trend toward online education is very 
evident in the Washington County School District, where over 1,000 students are currently enrolled in its K-12 online 
school.7  
 
With such a large number of students enrolled in online school in Washington County, the importance of providing 
teachers who are well trained in delivery instruction, developing curricula, and conducting assessment in online 

                                                           
3 Full external review report is available upon request. 
4 Sloan Consortium. (2008).K-12 online learning: A survey of U.S. school district administrators. Retrieved November 15, 2012, 
fromhttp://sloanconsortium.org/publications/survey/k-12online. 
5 Ibid. 
6  Utah State Legislature. (2011).  S.B. 65: Statewide online education program. Retrieved October 1, 2012, from 
http://le.utah.gov/~2011/htmdoc/sbillhtm/sb0065.htm.  
7  Personal communication, (2012). Available upon request. 
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formats is essential to providing quality educational experiences for students, beginning in kindergarten and 
continuing to high school graduation.  Unfortunately, Utah school districts are facing challenges similar to those 
indicated in the Sloan study, in that many are hiring online providers to deliver pre-packaged curriculum that is 
supported by the providers’ teachers. Additionally, these pre-packaged online programs include their own student 
assessments, which may or may not be closely linked to state core standards. 
 
The DSU OTL certificate program can meet the needs of the local partner district, as well as school districts across 
the state of Utah, by preparing K-12 educators to design, teach, and evaluate student learning in online and blended 
environments. Careful planning has gone into the development of this program curriculum which sets it apart from 
distance learning programs and other online teaching and learning programs across the nation. These special 
features include:  

(a)  Curriculum based on the International Association of K-12 Online Learning (iNACOL) and the 
International Society for Technology Education (ISTE) standards 

(b) Focus on online, blended, and face-to-face digital learning environments 
(c) Skills in using different learning management systems 
(d) Methods of addressing needs of diverse learners 
(e) Leadership and collaboration component to help teachers feel connected and supported with 

professional development 
(f) Practicum experience in K-12 setting in which these program students will design, implement, 

and evaluate the effectiveness of their online/blended teaching and learning through student 
outcomes 

(g) Partnership with Utah State Office of Education to create an endorsement 
 
The DSU OTL certificate program will satisfy the need of school districts by preparing their own classroom teachers 
for online/blended learning environments which will benefit students, parents, be more cost effective, and provide 
additional opportunities and job security for currently employed teachers. 
 
Labor Market Demand 
There is an urgent need to prepare educators across the nation to teach in online and blended learning 
environments. According to NEA (2011)8, today over 4 million K-12 students took some form of online course and 
75% of school districts nationwide are utilizing some form of online learning. Researchers predict by 2019, 50% of all 
high school courses will be delivered online. The Bureau of Labor Statistics also indicates that the number of online 
instructional coordinators is expected to grow by 22% through 2016.9The DSU OTL certificate will help prepare in-
service teachers for the current and future needs of school districts that require educators trained in this field. This 
expertise, knowledge, and skills will help these teachers in the field of education, as well as open up additional 
opportunities in the field of online training for private education and business companies. 
 
Student Demand 
Several surveys about a potential online teaching and learning program were conducted in Spring 2012. The first 
survey conducted included 94 junior and senior undergraduate pre-service teachers at Dixie State. Questions  
included rating the students’ experiences using technology and their desire to obtain an online teaching and learning 
certificate. The results indicated that 93% of these students were interested in participating in an Online Teaching 
and Learning Certificate program if such a program were available at Dixie State. 
 
A second survey was given to 22 in-service teachers currently teaching in the Washington County School District 
Online program. These K-12 teachers are currently supporting student learning activities through outside venders 
that provide pre-packaged curriculum and instructional delivery systems. There was a 100% response rate, and the 

                                                           
8 Van Roekel, D. An NEA policy brief: Blended learning. NEA Policy and Practice Department, Center for Great Public Schools..  Retrieved 
September 15, 2012, from http://www.nea.org/assets/docs/PB36blendedlearning2011.pdf. 
9 Bureau of Labor Statistics. Instructional coordinators. Retrieved September 15, 2012, from http://www.bls.gov/ooh/Education-Training-and-
Library/Instructional-coordinators.htm. 
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http://www.bls.gov/ooh/Education-Training-and-Library/Instructional-coordinators.htm
http://www.bls.gov/ooh/Education-Training-and-Library/Instructional-coordinators.htm


results indicate that 68% would be interested in participating in an OTL certificate program at Dixie State. These 
results suggest the majority of these teachers expressed a desire to gain additional knowledge and skills relating to 
online teaching and learning, if such a program was available. 
 
Projected OTL program enrollment, based on a conservative number of 15% of these survey participants (n=116) 
indicates at least 17 students would enroll during the first year. This number would be expected to grow through 
marketing efforts and the future opportunity to obtain an online teaching and learning endorsement offered by the 
Utah State Office of Education. 
 
Similar Programs 
Within USHE, currently Utah State University offers a distance learning minor and endorsement through their 
Instructional Technology and Learning Sciences Department.  However,  substantial curricular differences, including  

(a) on the emphasis on national standards for quality K-12 online teaching (iNACOL, 2012) which embody 
online teaching and learning theories and practice 
(b) attention to blended learning environments 
(c) methods of teaching diverse learners and dealing with web accessibility 
(d) focus on student engagement in the online/blended environments; 
(e) inclusion of leadership and evaluation based on the new leadership component in the Utah Education 
Teaching Standards (UETS).  

 
In addition to a comparison with the existing Utah State University Distance Learning program, a detailed chart 
comparing similar online teaching and learning programs across the country is detailed in the two tables below, with 
costs based on 2012-2013 requirements and tuition.  
 

Institution Programs Courses Credit Cost 

Dixie State University Online Teaching 
and Learning 
Certificate 
(proposed) 

Core Courses 
EDTL 5710: Foundations of Online/Blended Teaching and 
Learning; 3 credits 
EDTL 5720: Online/Blended Engagement and Diverse Learners; 
3 credits 
EDTL 5730: Online/Blended Leadership and Collaboration; 
1 credit 
EDTL 5740: Online/Blended Design and Instruction; 3 credits 
EDTL 5750: Online/Blended Assessments and Evaluation; 
3 credits  
EDTL 5760: Online/Blended K-12 Practicum; 3 credits 

16 credits  
$529.32 / 
course 
(resident) 
 
Total tuition and 
fees:$2,823 
(resident) 

Utah State University,  
http://itls.usu.edu/htm/ac
ademic-programs/dle 

 

Distance Learning 
Minor or Distance 
Learning 
Endorsement 

InsT 5105:  Distance Education Tools; 3 credits 
InsT 5120:  Distance Education Projects; 3 credits 
InsT 5130:  Technology & Its Role in the Transformation of 
Education; 3 credits 
InsT 5140:  Producing Distance Education Resources; 3 credits 
InsT 5160:  Distance Learning K-12; 3 credits 
InST 5195:  Practicum in Distance Learning; 3 credits 

18 credits $1,050 / course 
 
Total:   
$6,300.00 

College of Southern 
Nevada 

http://sites.csn.edu/educa
tion/eLearning/Welcome.

html  

Online Teaching 
and Learning 
Certificate of 
Completion  

EPD-350/351/352- Teaching with Technology; 3 credits 
EPD 357/358/359- Teaching and Learning in the Online 
Classroom; 3 credits 
EPD 355-Instructional Design for Online Course Development; 3 
credits 
EPD 354-Student Assessment in Online Learning; 3 credits 
EPD 353 / 356- orientation / Special Topics: Technology 
Innovations in Online Learning; 3 credits 

15 credits $646.50 / 
course 
(nonresident) 
 
Total tuition and 
fees: $3,232.50 
(nonresident) 

EdTech Leaders Online 
(ETLO) 

http://edtechleaders.org.  
Provides online courses 
for teachers, 
administrators and 
students in over 35 US 
states and territories 
grade levels (Utah is not 
included) 

Certificate in 
Educational 
Technology and 
Online Learning 
offered in 
conjunction with 
Antioch University, 
Seattle, and 
Education 
Development Ctr.  

ED5151 & 5152-Facilitating and Implementing Online 
Professional Development and Practicum; 10 quarter credits 
ED5153 & 5154-Online Course Design and Delivery and 
Practicum; 10 quarter credits 

 

 
20 quarter 
credits (13.3 
semester 
credits) 

$575 per course 
 
Total:$2,875 

http://itls.usu.edu/htm/academic-programs/dle
http://itls.usu.edu/htm/academic-programs/dle
http://sites.csn.edu/education/eLearning/Welcome.html
http://sites.csn.edu/education/eLearning/Welcome.html
http://sites.csn.edu/education/eLearning/Welcome.html
http://edtechleaders.org/


Institution Programs Courses Credit Cost 

University of 
Wisconsin-Stout 

http://www.uwstout.edu/s
oe/profdev/elearningcertif
icate.cfm  

E-Learning and 
Online Teaching 
and Learning post-
baccalaureate 
Certificate 

EDUC 760 E-learning for Educators; 3 credits  
EDUC 762 Assessment in E-learning; 3 credits  
EDUC 763 Instructional Design for E-learning; 3 credits  
EDUC 761 Creating Collaborative Communities in E-learning; 3 
credits 
EDUC 764 E-Learning Practicum; 3 credits 

15 credits $1,190 / course 
 
Total: $5,950 

Georgia Southern 
University 

http://coe.georgiasouther
n.edu/gradflyers/Online_
TandL_Endorsement.pdf  

Online Teaching 
and Learning 
Endorsement 
Program 

ITEC 8134-Theories and Models of Instructional Design; 3 credits 
ITEC 8135-Pedagogy of Distance Learning; 3 credits 
ITEC 8136-Field Experience Online Teaching and Learning; 3 
credits 

9 credits $3,222 / course 
(nonresident) 
 
Total: $9,666 
(nonresident) 

California State 
University, East Bay 

http://www.ce.csueastbay
.edu/certificate/online_te
aching/index.shtml  

Certificate in 
Online Teaching 
and Learning 
(OTL) 

EDUI 7801: Introduction to Online Teaching and  Learning; 4.5 
quarter credits   
EDUI 7802: Teaching Models for Online Instruction; 4.5 quarter 
credits     
EDUI 7803: Technology Tools for Online Instruction; 4.5 quarter 
credits     
EDUI 7804: Designing Curriculum for Online Instruction; 4.5 
quarter credits   

 18 quarter 
credits (12 
semester 
credits) 
 

 $1,327.50 / 
course 
 
Total:  
$3,982.50 

Boise State University 
http://edtech.boisestate.e
du/programs/graduate-
certificates/  

Online Teaching K-
12 Teachers 
Graduate 
Certificate 

Option 1:  Teachers of K-12 Students 
EDTECH 521 Online Teaching in the K-12 Environment 
EDTECH 523 Advanced Online Teaching Methods 
One elective 
Option 2: Teachers of Adult Learners 
EDTECH 512 Online Course Design  
EDTECH 522 Online Teaching for Adult Learners 
 One elective 

  9 credits $1,138 / course 
 
Total:  
$4,552 

Arizona State 
University 
http://asuonline.asu.edu/
degree-
programs/certificates/gra
duate-certificate-online-
teaching-grades-k-12  

Online Teaching 
for K-12 Teachers 
Graduate 
Certificate 

EDT 598 Principles and Issues in K-12 Online Learning;  3 credits 
EDT 598 Methods of Online Teaching; 3 credits 
EDT 598 Online Course Design; 3 credits 
EDT 580 Practicum; 3 credits 
Elective Course; 3 credits   

15 credits $1,389 / course 
 
Total:  
$6,945 

Valdosta State College 
http://www.valdosta.edu/
coe/onlineprograms/onlin
eteaching  

Online Teaching 
Endorsement 

CIED 7601: Course Management Systems for E-Learning; 3 
credits  
CIED 7602: Resources and Strategies for E-Learning; 3 credits 
CIED 7603: Design and Delivery of Instruction for E-Learning; 3 
credits 

9 credits $789 / course 
 
Total:  
$2,367 

University of California, 
San Diego 
http://extension.ucsd.edu
/programs/index.cfm?vac
tion=certdetail&vcertificat
eid=132&vstudyareaid=8 

Teaching Online 
Certificate 

CSE 40798:    Instructional Technology Tools; 2 credits  
CSE 40799:   Enhancing Your Online Course and Multimedia; 2 
credits 
EDUC 30989: Introduction to Online Learning; 2 credits 
EDUC 30990: Foundations of Curriculum Design and Evaluation; 
2 credits  
EDUC 31231: Advanced Curriculum Design for the Online 
Classroom; 3 credits 
EDUC 31232: Teaching Online Practicum; 2 credits 
 

13 credits Cost varies per 
course 
 
Total:  
$ $1,845 

http://www.uwstout.edu/soe/profdev/elearningcertificate.cfm
http://www.uwstout.edu/soe/profdev/elearningcertificate.cfm
http://www.uwstout.edu/soe/profdev/elearningcertificate.cfm
http://coe.georgiasouthern.edu/gradflyers/Online_TandL_Endorsement.pdf
http://coe.georgiasouthern.edu/gradflyers/Online_TandL_Endorsement.pdf
http://coe.georgiasouthern.edu/gradflyers/Online_TandL_Endorsement.pdf
http://www.ce.csueastbay.edu/certificate/online_teaching/index.shtml
http://www.ce.csueastbay.edu/certificate/online_teaching/index.shtml
http://www.ce.csueastbay.edu/certificate/online_teaching/index.shtml
http://edtech.boisestate.edu/programs/graduate-certificates/
http://edtech.boisestate.edu/programs/graduate-certificates/
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Matrix of Content in Similar or Related Programs  

Course Content USOE 
Distance 
Learning 

endorsement 
requirement 

Dixie 
State 

USU Southern 
Nevada 

Ed 
Tech 

U of 
WI - 
Stout 

Georgia 
Southern 

CSUEB Boise Arizona Valdosta UCSD 

Technology/ Multimedia X X X X   X X  X X X 

Pedagogy/Facilitation/Building 
Online Communities 

X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Assessment and Evaluation X X  X  X       

Curriculum Design/Instruction 
Design/ Course Design 

X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Diverse Learners  X           

Practicum  X X  X X X   X  X 

Blended Classroom  X   X        

Leadership  X           

Technology Standards 
(iNACOL, USOE- Technology 
STD 2012, etc.) 

 X           

 
 

Section III: Institutional Impact 
 
The proposed OTL certificate program will increase the enrollment in the Department of Education.  Expected 
enrollment will be primarily students who have graduated from Dixie State University with a Bachelor’s in Elementary 
or Secondary Education and local / regional teachers who want to develop this teaching proficiency in order to 
increase their employment and instructional options. In a joint meeting10 with representatives from the Utah State 
Office of Education (USOE) and the Washington County School District, the USOE representative indicated they 
were interested in basing a new online teaching endorsement on DSU’s proposed OTL program. The OTL Certificate 
of Proficiency will be located in the School of Education, Department of Education. The existing Department Chair will 
oversee the program. No impact to other departments is anticipated. The OTL program is completely online and 
therefore would require no additional physical facilities or modifications to existing facilities. No additional equipment 
would be needed.  
 

Section IV: Finances 
Program costs will be funded by revenue from tuition.  Two current faculty members will be partially reassigned to 
this program, so the cost of reassigning their current instruction and/or advising duties will be paid from revenue.  No 
new permanent or ongoing positions will be created at the outset as a result of this program as such activities will be 
funded from tuition. If program growth and revenue merits, additional faculty or staff positions may be created as 
needed. The program will exist under the current structure of the department chair and dean of Education, and any 
administrative or operating expenses can be absorbed within that structure.  
 

 Year 1 (anticipated enrollment : 20 students)  
Revenue from tuition based on 2012-2013 rates: $46, 252.80 

 Year 2 (anticipated enrollment : 25 students)  
Revenue from tuition based on 2012-2013 rates: $57,816.00 

 Year 3 (anticipated enrollment: 30 students) 
Revenue from tuition based on 2012-2013 rates: $ 69,379.20 

 
 

                                                           
10 Personal communication, (2012). Available upon request. 



Section V:  Program Curriculum 
 
All Program Courses 
 

Course Prefix & Number Title Credit Hours 

Required Courses: 
 
EDTL 5710 

Foundations of Online/Blended 
Teaching and Learning 

3 

EDTL 5720 
 

Online/Blended Engagement 
and Diverse Learners 

3 

EDTL 5730 
Online/Blended Leadership and 
Collaboration 

1 

EDTL 5740 
 

Online/Blended Design and 
Instruction 

3 

EDTL 5750 
 

Online/Blended Assessments 
and Evaluation 

3 

EDTL 5760 Online/Blended K-12 Practicum  3 

 Sub-Total 16 

Total Number of Credits 16 

 
 
New Courses to Be Added in the Next Five Years 
DSU has added the required courses to its curriculum and will begin teaching them upon program implementation. 
No new courses are anticipated in the next five years. 
 

Program Schedule 

Semester Course Credit 

Fall  

EDTL 5710: Foundations of Online/Blended Teaching and Learning  3 

EDTL 5720:Online/Blended Engagement and Diverse Learners  3 

EDTL 5730: Online/Blended Leadership and Collaboration  1 

Spring  

EDTL 5740: Online/Blended Design and Instruction  3 

EDTL 5750: Online/Blended Assessments and Evaluation  3 

EDTL 5760: Online/Blended K-12 Practicum  3 

Total Credits 16 

 


