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Data Management Plans 

Guidance for National Science Foundation Proposals 

 

Introduction 

Beginning in January 2011, NSF is requiring all proposals to have a Data Management Plan. If the 

Principal Investigator does not feel a Data Management Plan is needed, there still must be a 

supplement attached to the proposal and it must include the statement that no plan is needed 

along with a clear justification for not providing a plan. Given the emphasis that NSF is placing 

on the inclusion of a Data Management Plan, exercising the option of not providing a plan 

carries with it a clear risk of being considered non-compliant (which can lead to rejection of the 

proposal). 

Guidance 

 Be sure to label the supplemental pages with the title Data Management Plan. 

 There is a supplementary page limitation of two pages. If that limitation cannot be met 

then part of the 15 page Project Description can be used.  

 Some NSF Directorates have specific guidance concerning the content of Data 

Management Plans. Please see http://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/dmp.jsp for the 

detail from each Directorate. 

 There can only be one Data Management Plan for each proposal. Therefore, the prime 

grantee and subawardees must abide by a single plan. It is advisable that the Principal 

Investigator consults in advance with the investigators at subawardee institutions and 

reaches agreement on the content of the Data Management Plan. 

 Questions about this NSF proposal requirement should be addressed to the Office for 

Sponsored Programs or Office for Technology Transfer and Licensing. 

Format:   

The following is a format that contains the five basic questions/issues that must be included in 

the Data Management Plan. You will see that those questions/issues are in blue italics. Some 

sample wording has been included to provide guidance on how the responses should be 

formatted. The responses should provide adequate detail to make clear what the Principal 

Investigator’s intent is in addressing NSF’s interest in proper data management and the sharing 

of research data, products, and resources. 

As noted above NSF Directives have guidance that is specific to the proposals submitted to their 

programs. It is important since this guidance may identify points on which particular emphasis 

should be placed.

http://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/dmp.jsp
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Data Management Plan 

What types of data, samples, physical collections, software, curriculum materials, and other materials will 
be produced in the course of the project? 
 
The project researchers expect that the following data types and other materials will be produced as a 
result of the research performed: PI completes this section. 
 
 

What data management standards will be used for data and metadata format and content? If current 
standards do not exist or are inadequate, please document this along with any proposed solutions. 
 
The data will be managed in accordance with the following standards: PI completes this section. 

What policies are in place for access and sharing including provisions for appropriate protection of privacy, 
confidentiality, security, intellectual property, or other rights or requirements? 
 
Boston College will abide by all aspects of the NSF Award and Administration Guide, Section VI.D.4 . In 
addition, Boston College has a number of policies that address various aspects of data management: 
  

 University Research and Projects Policy; 

 Intellectual Property Policy; 

 Access to and Retention of Data; 

 Policy for the Protection of Human Research Participants (as may be appropriate to the project); 

 Animal Care Facility Standard Operating Procedures (as may be appropriate to the project). 
 

What policies and provisions are in place for re-use, re-distribution, and the production of derivatives? 
 
As noted above, Boston College will abide by the provisions of the NSF Award and Administration Guide, 
Section VI.D.4 which addresses publication and data sharing. In response to requests to share research 
materials and tools, we typically use the Universal Biological Material Transfer Agreement. We also use a 
revised version of that agreement for non-biological materials. Those agreements typically cover rights to 
derivatives fairly and equitably. Depending on the nature of the data or materials involved, we may use a 
Non-Disclosure Agreement in order to protect intellectual property rights. The point of using such 
agreements is to enable sharing of data and materials for the benefit of the scientific community while 
protecting the legitimate intellectual property rights belonging to Boston College and it researchers. 
 

Describe plans for archiving data, samples, and other research products as well as for the preservation of 
access to them. 
 
Boston College has in place its Access to and Retention of Data Policy. This policy ensures that NSF will 
have appropriate access to research data in accordance with the terms and conditions of the grant. 
 
The Principal Investigator’s specific plans for archiving the data and ensuring appropriate access to them 
are as follows:  PI completes this section. 
 
 

 


