
ENGLISH MINOR FULL PROPOSAL:  February 21, 2012 
 

 
Section I: The Request  

Dixie State College requests approval to offer minors in General English, Professional and Technical 
Writing, and English Teaching, effective the first full semester after approval. Currently DSC does not offer 
minors, but the need and the demand for these programs has become clear.    
 

Section II: Program Description  
 
Complete Program Description: This request is to add minors in English at Dixie 
State College of Utah. The proposed minors are designed to give students skill in various forms of written 
communication and skill in interpreting and appreciating written texts.  Depending on the minor they 
choose, students would gain expertise in chosen areas including composition, rhetoric, or grammar, or 
students would become familiar with literary works, both in- and outside of the traditional canon. The 
designation of minor in English will greatly enhance the employment prospects for graduates with all other 
bachelor’s degrees. 
 
Students would choose among three minors that are somewhat common at many institutions of higher 
education: General English, Professional and Technical Writing, and English Teaching.  The General 
English minor would allow students the flexibility to focus on aspects of English that most complement their 
majors such as writing or literature.  The General English minor would include, for example, courses in 
American and British literature along with courses in literary theory, period or topic studies, major authors, 
as well as literature and culture. The Professional and Technical Writing minor would include courses in 
technical writing, document design, rhetoric, grammar and usage, and editing.  The English Teaching minor 
would include courses in literature and pedagogy, and would satisfy Utah State Office of Education 
requirements for an endorsement to teach English in grades 6-12.   
 

Purpose of Degree:  DSC’s Mission Statement, approved in 2005, calls for the college to ensure the 
following attributes in their graduates:    

Students will develop the skills and knowledge needed for the next phases in their lives, whether 
productive employment that contributes to society and economically sustains the student, further 
education at a transfer or graduate institution, or some other unique and personal aspiration. They 
will prepare to be life-long learners.  

Graduates will be able to think critically, communicate clearly, and solve problems. Through 
exposure to the breadth of human knowledge and experience, they will investigate and enhance 
their world views to achieve a global perspective. They will make responsible and meaningful 
contributions to society, in part through service to others. Graduates will become citizen-scholars.  

A minor in English will enhance the quality of general education and student success in all of the above 
mentioned aspects, particularly the graduates’ ability to attain “productive employment,” to “think critically, 
communicate clearly, and solve problems,” and “to enhance their world views to achieve global 
perspectives,” thereby meeting many important mission goals of the college. 



Institutional Readiness: In Fall of 2006, Dixie State College began offering baccalaureate degrees in 
English.  The English department now has nearly 200 English majors in the program.  Graduates have 
taken positions in Washington County, throughout Utah and the nation in education and industry, and many 
department graduates have begun work on graduate degrees.  The English faculty is well qualified to 
prepare students seeking majors or minors in English.  Thirteen of the seventeen full-time faculty members 
have PhDs; two more are currently ABD.  As the baccalaureate degree program has taken root, an 
increasing interest in English courses has been noted from students with other majors, Computer Science 
and Business in particular.  At this point, DSC is the only English degree granting institution in the state of 
Utah or Nevada not offering at least one English minor option. Most institutions offer two and sometimes 
three options. These minor degrees tend to break down into three different areas: literary studies, English 
Education, creative writing and/or professional and technical writing.  
 
DSC does not currently offer minors in any discipline.  As DSC seeks to encourage the less 
compartmentalized model for academics and help students to see the value of knowledge in all fields, the 
institution can give practical motivation by giving them the option to pursue minors in fields that stand either 
adjacent to their major or perhaps stand perpendicular to the major, thereby indulging students’ passions or 
simply allowing them to think in new and creative ways. 
 
Faculty:  The academic preparation of faculty in the English program is currently sufficient for 
baccalaureate-level instruction.  In the English Department, 76% of the full time faculty have PhDs as of the 
writing of this proposal.  The DSC English Department already offers the proposed English minor courses 
and could easily accommodate additional students attracted to the English minor without the need for 
additional faculty.   See Appendix C for information about specific faculty and qualifications.   
 
Staff:  No additional staff would be needed to support this program in the first five years.    
 
Library and Information Resources: The Val A. Browning Library is committed to providing strong 
support to all academic programs, and recognizes the need for strong support for a growing program in 
English Language and Literature.  As this program augments its degree, the library is committed (within its 
budget limitations) to providing ongoing support.  The library supports the program with the purchase of 
materials and online resources, with an information literacy course required of all degree-seeking students 
that specifically supports  English 1010 and English 2010, and with subject or assignment specific 
instruction (48 sessions in FY 2011), and collaborative support.  
 
Library owned materials collections include print, audiovisual and e-book resources.  A report run on 
October 7, 2011, reports the following holdings:   

Library Holdings for All Materials by Classification 
 English Department 

    7-Oct-11 
     

      Call Number Section 
   

Items 

PE English Language 
  

995 

PN General Literature 
  

6584 

PR British Literature 
  

5603 

PS American Literature 
  

10178 

PQ Literature in the Romance Languages 1355 



 
(French, Italian, Spanish, Portuguese) 

 PG Slavic Languages 
  

418 

PJ Oriental Languages 
  

1807 

PT German Literature 
  

547 

PZ Fiction and Juvenile Literature 
 

15 

      JNF Juvenile Nonfiction 
  

1839 

JFIC Juvenile Fiction 
  

1697 

JPIC Juvenile Picture 
  

1713 

      Total 
    

32751 

 
These holdings are supplemented by several large collections of online e-books, the most significant being 
the Ebrary Collection (approaching 70, 000 titles).  These materials are included in the library catalog and 
are used heavily by students in all academic areas. There are numerous DVD’s to support the English 
program (included in these counts), but it is important to note  that the BBC Complete Shakespeare 
Collection on video is included in the database Theatre in Video.   
 
The library provides strong support through online databases.  These include reference or print book based 
databases including: 

 Gale Virtual Reference Library : an online reference utility that hosts a number of 

reference sources including The Gale Contextual Encyclopedia of American Literature; 

The Gale Contextual Encyclopedia of World Literature; and Literary Movements for 

Students.   

 Literature Resource Center (Gale) which provides full text access to biographies, 

bibliographies, & critical analysis of 90,000 + novelists, poets, essayists, etc. 

 Literature Criticism Online (Gale): Literary criticism from a variety of sources 

 Cambridge Collections online: Online access to Cambridge Companions’ series of 

authoritative guides to specific authors;  

 Columbia Grangers Poetry Database: index to the location of poems in anthologies  

 MLA International Bibliography: a detailed bibliography of journal articles, books, and 

dissertations produced by the Modern Language Association 

 Oxford English Dictionary Online 

 Oxford Reference Online Reference Premium which includes 26 Oxford reference titles 

specifically created for scholarship in literature 

 Salem Literature, which provides access to Critical Insight and Critical Surveys 

Collections.   

Aggregated journal databases are invaluable resources for students in all academic areas.  These 
databases provide full text access to periodicals in journals.  Students from all disciplines make good use of 
general databases like Academic Search Premier , but the JSTOR and PROJECT Muse databases, in 
particular, have strong emphasis in the area of literary scholarship.  A  list of scholarly journals in the area 



of English language and Literature in these two databases is cited in the Alphabetical List provided on the 
library home page.   
The English Department provides a course in children’s literature which is supported by databases specific 
to that course, including, but not limited to: The Children’s Literature Comprehensive Database; The 
Database of Award-winning Children’s Literature, and The Children’s Picture Book Database.   
In order to support student access to the wide range of resources, the library has created two Research 
Guides available from the library’s home page:  The English Resources LIB Guide and the Children’s 
and Young Adult Literature LIB Guide. These research guide document and link to resources that 
support this academic program.   
 
These holding should be more than adequate to accommodate the addition of English minors to DSC. 
 
 
Admission Requirements: Students will be admitted to the English minor if they are in good 
standing with the College. Acceptance into the English minor is open for any matriculated student. 
While the prerequisite structure of the curriculum limits students from taking advanced courses 
before they take foundational courses, students will be admitted as minors at any point after they 
have matriculated. Transfer students will be admitted if they have a 2.0 GPA.  
 
Student Advisement:  The English Department currently has three advisors for English majors.  Advising 
for minors would be handled by existing advising staff.  
 
Justification for Graduation Standards and Number of Credits:  The proposed General English and 
Professional and Technical Writing minors would require 21 credit hours, which is comparable to minors 
offered in other Utah institutions.  The English Teaching minor would require 27 credit hours, which is also 
comparable to other Utah institutions.  The English Teaching minor requires more coursework in order to 
comply with Utah State Office of Education requirements for certification to teach English in grades 6-12.   
 
External Review and Accreditation  
This portion of the proposal is not applicable to this minor proposal. 
 
Projected Enrollment  
     

Year Student Headcount # of faculty Student-to-Faculty Ratio Accreditation Req’d 
Ratio (if applicable) 

1 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

2 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

3 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

4 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

5 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Expansion of Existing Program  

http://libguides.dixie.edu/content.php?pid=120496
http://libguides.dixie.edu/content.php?pid=122220
http://libguides.dixie.edu/content.php?pid=122220


 
Enrollment status of English at DSC 

 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 

Class enroll duplicated hc 3176 3453 4207 5035 5552 

Class enroll distinct hc 2490 2532 3031 3610 3884 

Student credit hours 9491 10320 12584 15065 16608 

Student FTE 632.73 688.00 838.93 1004.33 1107.20 

Major 88 114 126 162 206 

Bachelors awarded  5 21 13 23 

 
Information is based on end-of-term cohorts including summer terms.  Class enrollment headcount (both 
duplicated and unduplicated), student credit hours, and FTE include all students taking all English courses 
(credit only).  Developmental English and FYE courses are not included. Major headcount is based on CIP 
codes.   
 
 

Section III: Need  
 

Program Need:  Such a program should be initiated because it is a “foundational” minor that is 
almost universally offered at baccalaureate institutions and because students have expressed the need for 
minors in general and an English minor in particular at DSC.  
 
Labor Market Demand:  “Two-thirds of salaried workers in large U.S. companies have jobs that require 
writing, reported the College Board's National Commission on Writing in 2004, and bringing workers' skills 
up to speed requires $3.1 billion annually in training.”1  Potential employers would certainly be attracted to 
an English minor on a resume, which would give a job candidate an advantage over those without such 
training.  Writing is a “threshold skill” for employee selection and promotion. “Columnist Andrea Kay adds 
that professionals spend up to 30 percent of their days -- more than two hours daily -- writing.”2  A minor in 
English would help prepare students to enter a workforce with these writing demands.  English courses 
teach students to think critically and write persuasively, which is a useful skill in most any profession.  
Additionally, those seeking secondary teaching positions would be much more employable if they had 
licensure in more than one subject area.  For example, a Math Education, Music Education, or Theatre 
Education major who has a minor in English Teaching has more to offer potential employers than a person 
without a minor. 
 
Student Demand:  A survey to gauge student demand for English minors was conducted from September 
10, 2011 through October 10, 2011 (a copy of the survey is included in this proposal as Appendix D). Of the 
367 students who responded to a survey that was available to all students, only 9 said they are not 
interested in earning a minor degree of any kind. Most notably, 151, or 41%, said they “would be interested 
in pursuing an English minor.” Of the respondents interested in an English minor, 28% are interested in 
General English, 29% are interested in English Education, and 43% are interested in Professional and 
Technical Writing. Students see the advantage of an English minor beyond the college classroom, with 
59% of respondents agreeing that “an English minor would enhance [their] career opportunities.”  

                                                 
1
 http://www.quintcareers.com/writing_skills_on_job.html 

2
 http://www.quintcareers.com/writing_skills_on_job.html  

http://www.quintcareers.com/writing_skills_on_job.html
http://www.quintcareers.com/writing_skills_on_job.html


The qualitative responses to the survey indicate students are primarily concerned with marketability in the 
workplace and feel strong communication skills will give them an edge in a competitive career. Additionally, 
they want to have a more well-rounded or balanced academic experience, and they want to explore 
multiple interests for professional and personal reasons. Many students indicated a desire to complement 
their majors with an English minor so they are competent writers in their respective fields. 

Nationally, English remains a core course of study in many institutions and popular among students. A 
study conducted by the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, as reported in The Chronicle of Higher 
Education, reveals that student demand for English minors is strong: “The survey collected numbers on 
undergraduate concentrations and found that the enduring appeal of the humanities translates into minors 
as well as majors. In 2006-7, 122,100 undergraduates earned bachelor’s degrees in the surveyed fields, 
while 100,310 finished minor degrees in the three largest fields, namely English, foreign languages, and 
history.” That equals roughly 82 minors for every 100 majors in the humanities. 

  
Similar Programs Already Offered in the USHE: 

Weber State University—minors offered in English, English with a Professional and Technical 
Writing emphasis, English teaching 
Utah State University—minors in English and English Teaching 
Southern Utah University—minors in English, Literature Emphasis, Secondary Education 
Emphasis, Creative Writing Emphasis, and Shakespeare Studies 
Utah Valley University—minors in Creative Writing, Literary Studies, English Education, and 
Technical Communication  
University of Utah—minors in Literature, Creative Writing, and Teaching English 

 
Collaboration with and Impact on Other USHE Institutions:  As noted, all Utah System of Higher 
Education baccalaureate institutions offer minors in English except DSC. These minor degree offerings, 
though duplicated, are essential to the academic enterprise and central to the instructional mission of a 
baccalaureate institution. In this regard, collaboration is not part of the proposed program.  
 
Benefits:  An English minor will allow DSC to further develop its baccalaureate mission and provide a 
number of educated employees for regional and local employers. 
 
Consistency with Institutional Mission:  The program is consistent with DSC’s mission to offer 
baccalaureate programs in high demand areas and in core areas consistent with four-year colleges. By 
complementing other institutional offerings, offering minors in English realizes DSC’s commitment to ensure 
that quality programs are available to Washington County residents. Furthermore, offering an English minor 
degree program contributes to DSC’s goal of enhancing the workforce and economic development by 
meeting the demands of the community and business industry. 
 
 

Section IV: Program and Student Assessment  
 
Program Assessment and Expected Standards of Performance: The proposed minor will include 
curriculum aimed at content knowledge and at skill development. The three broad content areas are: (a) 
language studies, including grammar, linguistics, and history of the language; (b) literary studies, including 
criticism, English literature, American literature, and multi-ethnic American literature; and (c) pedagogy. The 



three broad skills are: (a) writing skills, including facility with rhetoric and expository writing; (b) critical 
analysis skills, including the ability to analyze and critique literature; and (c) teaching. 
 
In addition, each of the three emphases has specific mission statements and each emphasis has specific 
measures for success.  Standards for assessment are established by the department, and materials for 
assessment, such as essays and pre/post tests, are gathered each semester.  The data is then tabulated 
through the efforts of either the composition coordinator or by an as-needed assessment committee.   The 
standards and competencies have been developed and approved by the department’s faculty. 
 
Section V: Finance  
 
Budget and funding sources:  The faculty and courses for the minors are already in place, so no 
appropriation, reallocation, or grants will be required.    
 
Reallocation: No current reallocation of program funds is planned. 
 
Impact on Existing Budgets: No other programs will be affected by this program. 
 
 
  



Appendix A: Program Curriculum  
All Program Courses  
 
General English minor 
 

Course Prefix & Number Title Credit Hours 

Core Course: ENGL 3030 Advanced Writing 
 

3 

Core Course:  ENGL 2600 Critical Introduction to Literature 3 

Core Course:  ENGL 1410 Elements of Grammar 3 

 Sub-Total 9 

Elective Courses Minimum of 12 credit hours, English 
minors may choose as electives any 
3000 or 4000 level English courses 

 

 Sub-Total 12 

 Total Number of Credits 21 

 
Professional/Technical Writing minor 

Course Prefix & Number Title Credit Hours 

Core Courses:    

ENGL 2100 Technical Writing 3 

ENGL 3030 Advanced Writing 3 

ENGL 3120 Document Design 3 

ENGL 3180 Writing for Interactive Media 3 

ENGL 1410 Elements of Grammar 3 

 Sub-Total 15 

Elective Courses:  Choose a minimum 
of 6 credit hours from the following:   

  

ENGL 3130 Grant and Proposal Writing 3 

ENGL 3720 Editing 3 

ENGL 3340-49 Studies in Rhetoric 3 



ENGL 3350-69 Professional writing courses  3 

 Sub-Total 6 

 Total Number of Credits 21 

 

English Teaching Minor 
 

Course Prefix & Number Title Credit Hours 

Core Course: ENGL 3520 Young Adult Literature 3 

Core Course: ENGL 4500 Methods of Teaching Writing 3 

Core Course: ENGL 4510 Methods of Teaching Literature 3 

Core Course:  ENGL 2600 Critical Introduction to Literature 3 

Core Course:  ENGL 1410 Elements of Grammar 3 

 Sub-Total 15 

Elective writing course: (choose 1) 
 

 3 

ENGL 3030 Advanced Writing  

ENGL 2140 Creative Writing  

Elective diverse literature course:  
(choose 1) 

 3 

ENGL 3400 
 

World Literature  

ENGL 3220 Multi-ethnic American Literature  

Elective British literature course:  (choose 
1) 

 3 

ENGL 2500 British Literature I  

ENGL 2510 British Literature II  

Elective American literature course:  
(choose 1) 

 3 

ENGL 2400 American Literature I  

ENGL 2410 American Literature II  



 Sub-Total 12 

 Total Number of Credits 27 

 
 
 
 
New Courses to Be Added in the Next Five Years:   N/A 
 
  



Appendix B: Program Schedule  
 
Professional and technical writing minor suggested schedule 
 

Year 1 

Fall semester Spring semester 

ENGL 1010—Introduction to Writing (3 credit hours) ENGL 2010—Intermediate Writing (3 credit hours) 

 

Year 2 

Fall semester Spring semester 

ENGL 2100—Technical Writing (3 credit hours) ENGL 1410—Elements of Grammar (3 credit hours) 

 

Year 3 

Fall semester Spring semester 

ENGL 3180—Writing for Interactive Media (3 credit 
hours) 

ENGL 3120—Document Design (3 credit hours) 

 

Year 4 

Fall semester Spring semester 

ENGL 3030—Advanced Writing (3 credit hours) Elective (3 credit hours) 

Elective (3 credit hours)  

 
General English minor suggested schedule 
 

Year 1 

Fall semester Spring semester 

ENGL 1010—Introduction to Writing (3 credit hours) ENGL 2010—Intermediate Writing (3 credit hours) 

 

Year 2 

Fall semester Spring semester 

ENGL 1410—Elements of Grammar (3 credit hours) ENGL 2600—Critical Introduction to Literature (3 
credit hours) 

 

Year 3 

Fall semester Spring semester 

ENGL 3030—Advanced Writing (3 credit hours Elective (3 credit hours) 

 

Year 4 

Fall semester Spring semester 

Elective (3 credit hours) Elective (3 credit hours) 

Elective (3 credit hours)  

 

  



English Teaching minor suggested schedule  

Year 1 

Fall semester Spring semester 

ENGL 1010—Introduction to Writing (3 credit hours) ENGL 2010—Intermediate Writing (3 credit hours) 

 

Year 2 

Fall semester Spring semester 

ENGL 1410—Elements of Grammar (3 credit hours) ENGL 2600—Critical Introduction to Literature (3 
credit hours) 

 American or British literature (3 credit hours) 
[Choose from ENGL 2410 or 2510] 

 

Year 3 

Fall semester Spring semester 

Writing course (3 credit hours) ENGL 4510—Methods of Teaching Literature (3 
credit hours) 

American or British literature (3 credit hours) 
[Choose from ENGL 2400 or 2500] 

ENGL 3520—Young Adult Literature (3 credit hours) 

 

Year 4 

Fall semester Spring semester 

ENGL 4500—Methods of Teaching Writing (3 credit 
hours) 

Diverse literature course (3 credit hours) 
[Choose from ENGL 3400 or ENGL 3220] 

  



 

Appendix C: Faculty  
 

Employee  Position Credentials/Education/Training 

Bywater, Timothy PROF Ph.D 

Haendiges, James ASST Ph.D. 

Jasmine, Randy ASST Ph.D. 

Pilkington, Ace PROF Ph.D. 

Reber, Edwin ASSOC M.A. 

Bennet, Sue ASSOC Ph.D. 

Jantzen, George ASSOC ABD 

Armstrong, Stephen ASSOC Ph.D. 

Bacabac, Florence ASST Ph.D. 

Beasterfield, Suzanne INSTR M.A. 

Chavez, John ASST Ph.D. 

Comeford, AmiJo ASSOC Ph.D. 

Crenshaw, Cheri ASST Ph.D. 

George, Sean ASST Ph.D. 

Albertini, Diane ASSOC M.A.  

Wrede, Theda ASSOC Ph.D. 

Barry, Brad PROF Ph.D. 

 
  



Appendix D: Survey of Student Interest  
 

English minor description: 

 General English  

 Professional & Technical Writing 

 English Education 

 

What is your major? (add Undecided to list) 

What year are you in school? (F, S, J,  S) 

Are you interested in adding a minor to your degree? (Y, N, Unsure) 

     If yes, then what is your primary purpose for wanting a minor? (Career, Personal interest, a 

more 

     well-rounded education experience) 

 

What subject(s) would you consider for a minor? 

Would you be interested in pursuing an English minor? 

     If yes, then which of the three minors mentioned above—General English, Prof./Tech. 

Writing, 

     English Education—would you most likely pursue?  

 

Do you think an English minor would enhance your career opportunities? (Y, N, Unsure) 

 

 I am not interested in learning more about the English major/minor. 

 I would like an English advisor to email me more information and perhaps schedule an 

appointment to discuss my academic options.  

My name is:______________________________________ 

My dmail address is: _______________________________ 

My alternate email is:_______________________________ 

  



Signature Page 
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