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Participation in FYE  

• 70% of institutions reported that at least 50% 
of their students enroll in FYE 

• 51% of institutions reported that 90% or 
higher of their students enroll in FYE. 

• 4-Year colleges were four times more likely to 
require FYE of all of their students than 2-year 
colleges. 

 



Required vs Optional 

The table below shows that at 4-year institutions, 15% responded that FYE was 
completely voluntary, while 46.7% responded that students were required to 
enroll in FYE. 



Specific groups required to Enroll 
Some institutions are targeting specific groups who are required 
to enroll in FYE.   Note the following higher-risk groups: 



 Important Course Objectives 

• Developing academic skills 

• Developing a connection with the institution. 

• Providing an orientation to various campus 
resources and services. 

THE THREE MOST  
IMPORTANT OBJECTIVES! 



Other Course Objectives 
 



Most Common Course Topics 
2-Year vs 4-Year Schools 



So who is Responsible for FYE? 



What Person is responsible FYE? 

• 75.1% reported that FYE is lead by a dean, 
director, or coordinator. 

• 62.3% reported that this person supervised 
FYE on a part-time basis. 

• 97.7% reported that this person had another 
role on campus, including academic affairs 
administrator (28.6%), faculty (30.1%), 
student affairs administrator(28.1%) or other 
(27.5%). 



Course Length & Credits 

• Length – Entire semester (67.8%), entire 
quarter (5.9%), ½ semester (12.6%), Year 
(3.8%). 

• Contact hours – 3 hours per week (38.8%),  
1 hour per week (25.7%), 2 hours per week 
(25.4%), 4 hours per week (6.0%) 

• Credits – One credit (43.3%), two credits 
(14.1%), three Credits (31.9%). 

 



Who teaches FYE? 



FYE Instructor Training 

• 75% of institutions offer training, and 50% 
require FYE training. 

• Over 50% of training is one day or less. 

• Other training durations included multi-day 
workshops, retreats, or ongoing training 
throughout the semester. 

 



New FYE Initiatives!  

• 52.9% - Include an Online Component 

• 40.3% - Include Service Learning 

• 35.7% - Link FYE with other courses  
               (i.e. learning communities) 

• 31.0% -  Include a common reading  
                assignment (UVU does this) 



Examples of Online Usage 

• Blackboard, Canvas – Course Management 

• Online Tutorials - such as Alcohol & Substance 
Abuse, Information Literacy, Awareness of 
Campus Resources. 

• Social Media is still a new phenomenon with a 
smaller number of schools using it – 
Facebook, blogs, wikis, listservs, web pages, 
online projects, Skype 



Assessing FYE Effectiveness 



Pedagogical Potential 

Most institutions still rely on the face-to-face 
method of instruction, and technology is 
primarily used as a convenience rather than a 
source for active learning.   Yet students today 
are immersed in technology and social media.  
Such tools as Skype, iChat, iMovie, and Prezi 
should be used more widely for assignments 
and also for content delivery.   
                                                                             (paraphrasing the authors of the survey)  



Service Learning & Linked Courses 

Less than 50% of institutions use these 
components in their FYE courses, despite the 
opportunities for “beyond the classroom” 
connections for first year students.  Usage of 
service learning and linking FYE to other courses 
should be used more widely to take advantage 
of the proven benefits that they provide. 
                                                                             
                                                                        (paraphrasing the survey authors) 



THE END 


